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ABSTRACT
THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF MARY HAYDEN GREEN PIKE
(1824-1908)
By
Rachel R. G r i f f in
Although sk etch es o f  the l i f e  o f  Mary Hayden Green 
Pike appear in  A p p leton s1 C yclopaed ia  o f  American Biography 
and in  the D ict ion a ry  o f  American B iography, an extended 
study o f  her l i f e  and works has not been w r it te n . Whatever 
the cause o f  her o b s c u r ity , her p o p u la r ity  as a n o v e l is t  o f  
the "fem inine f i f t i e s , "  her enthusiasm  fo r  the a b o l i t i o n i s t  
cau se , and her value as a p ropagan d ist seem to  m erit more 
than l i t e r a r y  o b l iv io n .
Mary Hayden Green P ik e , a p r e -C iv i l  War n o v e l is t  o f  
C a la is , Maine, was one o f  the more popu lar w r ite r s  to  fo l lo w  
in  the wake o f  H arriet Beecher Stowe. D eeply concerned w ith  
the m oral issu e  o f  the s la v ery  q u e s tio n , she v i s i t e d  the South, 
where she made c lo s e  o b serv a tion  o f  the s la v ery  system . Con­
firm ed in  her a n t i-s la v e r y  view s by t h is  v i s i t ,  she was fu r th e r  
encouraged by her husband, F red erick  A. Pike (1 81 7 -18 8 6 ), a 
Congressman, by h is  fr ie n d s  Hamlin and B la in e , and by her 
b r o th e r - in -la w , James Shepherd P ik e , W ashington corresponden t 
and a ss o c ia te  e d i t o r  o f  the New York Tribune 1850-1860, and 
United S ta tes M in ister to  the N etherlands 1861-1866.
Mrs. P ik e 's  three n ov e ls  were w ritten  in  the s e n t i ­
m ental and m elodram atic s ty le  o f  the women w r ite r s  o f  the 1850' 
Her f i r s t  n o v e l, Ida May, a S tory  o f  Things A ctual and p o s s ib le
p u b lish ed  in  1854 under the pseudonym o f  Mary Langdon, was 
extrem ely  p op u la r, and p roba b ly  h elped  t o  stren gthen  the deep 
im pression  made by Uncle Tom1s Cabin, f i r s t  p u b lish ed  s e r ia l ly  
in  t h e „N ation a l Era 1851-1852. Ida May’ s p o p u la r ity  was due 
c h ie f ly  t o  i t s  theme, and Mrs. P ik e , l ik e  Mrs. Stowe, d id  not 
w rite  another n ov e l to  equal her f i r s t  in  s e l l in g  v a lu e . Her 
second n o v e l, C aste , A Story o f  R epublican  E q u a lity , by "Sydney 
A. S tory , J r . , "  d e a lt  w ith  the problem s o f  r a c ia l  d is cr im in a ­
t io n ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  that o f  m isceg en a tion , and was not so popu­
la r  as her f i r s t .  Agnes, Mrs. P ik e ’ s th ir d  and la s t  n o v e l, a 
romance set in  the American R ev o lu tion a ry  p e r io d , was le a s t  
popu lar o f  the th ree  works, perhaps because the su b je ct  m atter 
was le s s  t im e ly . A fte r  Agnes Mrs. Pike gave up w r it in g  and 
continued  her a c t i v i t i e s  in  ch a r ita b le  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and in  
the B a p tis t  church , o f  which she was an e n th u s ia s t ic  member.
She a ls o  d id  s t i l l  l i f e  and landscape p a in t in g .
In her own day and even la t e r  Mrs. Pike was con fused  
w ith the w r ite r  o f  a song e n t i t le d  "Ida  May," w ith  contemporary 
Pike women a u th ors , among them her s i s t e r - in - la w  and her n ie c e , 
and w ith  an E n g lish  n o v e l i s t ,  Emily J o l l y ,  who a ls o  wrote a 
C aste .
Mrs. Pike should be con sid ered  in  the l ig h t  o f  the 
tim es in  which she w rote . Her s ty le  i s  th at o f  o th er popu lar 
fem inine n o v e l i s t s  o f  the m id -n in eteen th  cen tu ry . As a strong 
supporter o f  the a n t i-s la v e r y  cau se , she d eserves  m ention in  
American l i t e r a r y  h is t o r y .
PREFACE
My in t e r e s t  in  Mary Hayden Green Pike was aroused 
by a paper " Ida May, by Mary Langdon" read by Miss A lice  
R obertson  in  an American L ite ra tu re  seminar in  the Spring o f  
1946. Although Mrs. P ik e »s f i r s t  n o v e l, Ida May, pu blish ed  
a few years a f te r  Uncle Tom* 3 Cabin, was phenom enally popu­
la r  in  i t s  day, by the end o f  the f i r s t  decade o f  the 1900*s 
i t  had been alm ost f o r g o t te n . Mrs. Pike has been undeservedly  
ov erlook ed  as a popu lar w r ite r  o f  the "fem in ine f i f t i e s , "  and 
l i t t l e  i s  known o f  her l i f e .  Whatever the cause o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  
o b s c u r ity , her enthusiasm  fo i/th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  cause and her 
value as a propagan d ist seem to  m erit  more than l i t e r a r y  o b l iv ­
io n . C onsequently I  have attem pted a study o f  the l i f e  and 
w rit in g s  o f  t h is  Maine auth or.
I t  has been d i f f i c u l t  to  c o l l e c t  da ta  on Mrs. Pike 
because so few  o f  her r e la t iv e s  and acquain tances are now l i v ­
in g , and because those o f  her l e t t e r s  which have been preserved  
are n o t a v a i la b le . My ta sk  was f a c i l i t a t e d  by the generous aid 
o f  a number o f  p e o p le . To Mrs. Horace C roxford  I am in debted  
fo r  b io g ra p h ica l m a ter ia l which she had p r e v io u s ly  c o l l e c t e d ,  
and f o r  a copy o f  Agnes, Mrs. P ik e 's  th ir d  n o v e l; t o  Mrs. H. I .  
Thomsen and the M isses Josephine and V esta Moore fo r  p erson a l
anecdotes and item s; to  Mr. Harold A. D avis f o r  b io g ra p h ica l 
m a teria l con cern in g  the Pike fa m ily . I  am a ls o  a p p re c ia tiv e  
o f  the help  g iv en  me by the s t a f f s  o f  the l i b r a r i e s  o f  the 
U n iv ers ity  o f  Maine, the State o f  Maine, the Maine H is t o r ic a l  
S o c ie ty , the C ity  o f  Bangor, the C ity  o f  C a la is , the New Eng­
land H is to r ic  G en ea log ica l S o c ie ty , Harvard U n iv e rs ity , and 
the C ity  o f  B oston .
To the la te  Dr. M ilton  E l l i s  I  am d eep ly  g r a te fu l  
f o r  the time and su gg estion s so gen erou sly  and p a t ie n t ly  g iven  
me. To Dr. L loyd F ie w e llin g  I am lik e w ise  in debted  f o r  much 
a ss is ta n ce  in  the com p ila tio n  o f  t h is  study.
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CHAPTER I  EASTPORT AND CALAIS, MAINE
Settlem ent and E arly  H istory  (1785-1830)
E a stp ort , Maine, the b ir th p la ce  o f  Mary Hayden Green, 
i s  s itu a ted  on the most e a s t e r ly  is la n d  o f  the United S tates 
at the head o f  Passamaquoddy Bay, not f a r  from  Campobello and 
Deer is la n d s . A ctu a lly  E astport i s  in s u la r  on ly  at h igh  t id e  
s in ce  the channel i s  dry at low  t id e ;  the fa c t  th a t the is la n d  
i s  w h olly  surrounded by the sea means th at i t  has a p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  equable c lim a te  and tem perature. The v i l la g e  i s  s i t u ­
ated on the so u th e a ste r ly  p a rt  o f  the is la n d  and owes i t s  p o s i ­
t io n  to  the e x is te n ce  at that p o in t  o f  a sa fe  and roomy harbor 
never c lo s e d  by i c e .^  The ir r e g u la r  o u t lin e  and su rfa ce  s tru c ­
ture o f  the is la n d  help  to  produce some o f  the most p ictu resq u e  
country  a lon g  the c o a s t  o f  Maine.
E astport has the unusual t id e s  and fo g s  o f  the Bay 
o f  Fundy re g io n  o f  North America. The m eeting o f  the warm a ir  
over the G u lf Stream and the c o o le r  atmosphere over the A rc t ic  
cu rren t produ ces some o f  the h ea v ies t  fo g  in  the w orld . "Pea 
soup" fo g  d e s c r ib e s  very  w e ll the nature o f  th at which i s  found 
in  and around E a stp ort .
 x------------
George F. Bacon, C a la is , E a stp o r t , and V ic in it y  
(Newark, 1 8 92 ), p . 41.
The is la n d  was f i r s t  s e t t le d  at the c lo s e  o f  the 
R evolu tion ary  War by f i s h e r f o lk  from  the Essex County coa st 
towns o f  M assachusetts and from  New Hampshire, who e s ta b lish e d  
a cu rin g  p o s t  on Moose Is lan d  (as i t  was then known), from  
which the f i s h  caught in  n e igh borin g  w aters cou ld  be con v en ien tly  
p rocessed  and shipped to  M assach u setts .2 The settlem en t and 
development o f  the is la n d  was g r e a t ly  h indered  by the boundary 
d isp u tes  between the United S ta tes and Great B r ita in . Although 
E astport was in co rp o ra te d  in t o  a town in  1798, i t  was not re co g ­
n ized  as United S ta tes  p rop erty  by the E n g lish  u n t i l  the f in a l  
d e c is io n  o f  the boundary com m ission appoin ted  by the T reaty o f  
Ghent.
On Ju ly  11, 1814, the American g a rr iso n  at Fort S u l l i ­
van on the is la n d  was fo r c e d  to  surrender to  B r i t is h  naval
the is la n d
fo r c e s ,  and f o r  fo u r  years (1814-1818)Awas under B r it is h  mar­
t i a l  law . Although the c i t i z e n s  o f  E a stp ort were r e lu c ta n t  to  
take the req u ired  oath  t o  the Crown, the B r it is h  s o ld ie r s  trea ted  
them f a i r l y ,  i f  f ir m ly .^  On June 30, 1818, the B r it is h  troop s  
evacuated F ort S u lliv a n  and the American con tin g en t again took  
p o s se ss io n  o f  i t .
Upon the departure o f  the B r it is h ,  se v e ra l prom inent
E astport c i t i z e n s  who had f l e d  to  Lubec return ed  to  the town,
and w ith  the retu rn  o f  these p eop le  and the a r r iv a l  o f  new ones
-------------------5-----------------
W illiam  H. K ilb y , E astport and Passamaquoddy (E ast­
p o r t ,  1 88 8 ), p .  64 .
3
W illiam  H. K ilb y , MA New England Town Under F oreign  
M artia l Law,11 New England Magazine, August, 1896, pp . 685-698.
from M assachusetts, E astport began a p e r io d  o f  su ccess  com­
m e rc ia lly  and c u l t u r a l ly .  The o f f i c e r s  o f  the g a r r is o n  at 
Port S u lliv a n  brought th e ir  fa m il ie s  t o  the town and added 
much to  the s o c ia l  l i f e  o f  the community, m in g lin g  w ith the 
descendants o f  American L o y a lis ts  who had s e t t le d  in  the Can­
adian p ro v in ce s  and who had passed on to  th e ir  descendants 
many o f  the s o c ia l  t r a d it io n s  o f  the c o u r t ly  l i f e .  Many 
a t t r a c t iv e  and sp aciou s homes, some o f  which had housed the 
B r it is h  during t h e ir  fo u r -y e a r  occu p a tion  o f  E a stp ort , gave 
an a ir  o f  d ig n ity  and p r o s p e r ity  t o  the town in  i t s  e a r ly  days, 
and were g r a c io u s ly  opened to  t r a v e l l e r s ,  m is s io n a r ie s , and 
lyceum sp eak ers. A few  o f  these e a r ly  homes were the Hayden 
house, b u i l t  by Aaron Hayden, the m aternal gran d fath er o f  Mary
H. Green, in  1805; the Weston house, b u i l t  in  1810 by Jonathan 
D. W eston, a law yer who had come to  E astport about 1803; and 
the K ilb y  house, b u i l t  in  1818 by D aniel K ilb y  and noted f o r  
the elm tr e e s  p la n ted  by i t s  owner.
On the American side  o f  the S t. C roix  R iver  at the 
head o f  the t id e  i s  s itu a te d  the c i t y  o f  C a la is , where the 
Green and Pike fa m il ie s  became prom inent. Two m iles  fa r th e r  
up the r iv e r  i s  the v i l la g e  o f  M illtow n , the h is t o r y  o f  which 
i s  c l o s e ly  lin k ed  w ith  th at o f  C a la is . The e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  in  
th is  v i c in i t y  engaged in  farm ing, f i s h in g ,  h u n tin g , and lumber­
in g . Because o f  the abundance o f  n a tu ra l r e s o u rce s , the area 
became known as a so r t  o f  backwoods Eden. I t  con ta in ed  fo r e s t s  
c o n s is t in g  o f  heavy, v a lu a b le  tim ber, and f a l l s  which in v ite d
the e r e c t io n  o f  dams and the b u ild in g  o f  m i l l s .
M illtow n re ce iv e d  i t s  name from  a saw^jnill b u i l t  
there about 1800, the f i r s t  to  be e re c te d  on the main r iv e r .
I t  was c a l le d  the " b r is k 11 m i l l  because o f  i t s  busy and l i v e l y  
a c t io n . I t  i s  an in te r e s t in g  f a c t  th at some o f  the lumber 
from which the B u llf in c h  State House in  B oston was b u i l t ,  
n o ta b ly  the fr o n t  columns o f  the second s to r y , came from tre e s  
cut on the p la n ta t io n  o f  Edward H. Robbins in  R obbin ston , 
sawed in  the "b r is k "  m il l  at M illtow n , and shipped from the 
St. C roix  R iv e r .^
A fte r  1800 more m i l l s  were e re c te d  in  the tow nship, 
and lum bering on the S t. C roix  R iver began in  e a rn e s t . The 
t id e  made the r iv e r  n av iga b le  f o r  la rg e  v e s s e ls  tw ice  every  
tw en ty -fou r h ou rs , and a su b s ta n t ia l trade was c a r r ie d  on with 
Boston and oth er p o r t s .
In 1806 by an a ct o f  the le g is la t u r e ,  the township 
re ce iv ed  the name o f  C a la is  a ccord in g  to  the w ishes o f  the 
tow nspeople. The ch o ice  o f  a name in d ic a te d  the warm sympathy 
and regard which the American p eop le  had fo r  Prance. A l o c a l  
h is to r ia n  made the remark,
I t  i s  g r e a t ly  to  be r e g r e t te d  th at the p eop le  on the 
other s id e  o f  the r iv e r  d id  not take the h in t ,  and adopt 
the e q u a lly  p r e t ty  and ap p rop ria te  name o f  Dover, in stea d  
o f  the uneuphonious though p io u s  cognomen o f  S t. Stephen.
--------------------------------- 3 ------------------------------
K ilb y , E astp ort and passamaquoddy, pp . 222-223. See 
a lso  Samuel Lane Boardman7 The N a tu ra lis t  o r  the S t. C roix  (Ban­
g or , 1 90 3 ), p . 13.
5
Isaac Case Knowlton, Annals o f  C a la is , Maine, and
S t. Stephen, New Brunswick (C a la is , 18737, pp . 42-43'.
In 1809 when the G eneral Court o f  M assachusetts, at 
the req u est o f  the p e o p le , passed  an a c t  a llow in g  the town o f  
C a la is  to  be in co rp o ra te d , the p o p u la tio n  was approxim ately  
two hundred. On June 16, 1809, the p r o v is io n s  o f  the act 
were c a r r ie d  o u t , and the f i r s t  town e le c t io n  was h e ld  Ju ly  31, 
1809.
Between 1810 and 1820 both  C a la is  and S t. Stephen 
made some p ro g re ss  in  im proving s t r e e t s ,  roa d s , h ou ses, r a i ­
ment, and th e ir  s ty le  o f  l i v i n g .  Yet in  s p ite  o f  improvement 
there were in  C a la is  no good roa d s , no sch oo lh ou ses , no churches, 
no banks, and not much money. There w ere, how ever, many peop le  
who were w i l l in g  to  work and s a c r i f i c e  in  order to  p ro g re ss .
In A p r il ,  1810, the f i r s t  tax le v ie d  in  C a la is  con ta in ed  a 
p ro v is io n  f o r  su pportin g  s c h o o ls .  True to  the Yankee t r a d i ­
t io n , the tow nspeople voted  the f i r s t  d o l la r  f o r  f r e e  p u b lic  
s ch o o ls . Some o f  the p io n e e rs  may have been i l l i t e r a t e ,  but 
they r e a l iz e d  the im portance o f  ed u ca tion  in  making th e ir  
ch ild re n  in t e l l i g e n t  and happy.
The p e r io d  1810-1820 was a dark e ra  in  the h is t o r y  
o f  C a la is , one o f  war and p o v e r ty . With the War o f  1812 came 
the B r it is h  b lockade and the c u t t in g  o f f  o f  a l l  western tra d e . 
Although there was p le n ty  o f  fo o d  and c lo th in g  in  S t. Stephen, 
there was no op p ortu n ity  f o r  sm uggling, as there might have 
been b e fo re  the war. P r ic e s  went up, and the p eop le  o f  C a la is  
d id  not have the money to  buy m olasses at $1 .00  a g a l lo n , 
coarse g ra in  meal at $2 .00  a b u sh e l, and f l o u r  at $20 a b a r r e l .
There was no f ig h t in g  on e it h e r  s id e  o f  the r i v e r ,  but there 
was con tin u a l fe a r  that la w less  c o n f l i c t s  might break out 
between the in h a b ita n ts  o f  the two tow ns. In s p ite  o f  these 
t r i a l s ,  the C a la is  p eop le  managed to  r a is e  sm all amounts o f  
money f o r  cu rren t expen ses, s c h o o ls , and highways.
Although in  1806 S t. Stephen had two ch urch es,
C ala is had none. There was l i t t l e  r e l ig io u s  f e e l in g  and not
much in t e r e s t  in  p u b lic  worship in  C a la is . F in a l ly , in  the
la t t e r  p a rt  o f  1816, a c o ld  and gloomy y ea r , Thomas Asbury, 
an it in e r a n t  m in is te r , came th e re , p reach in g  wherever and 
whenever he cou ld  f in d  the o p p o rtu n ity . His e n th u s ia s t ic  and 
dram atic speeches caused a r e l ig io u s  r e v iv a l .  At the m eet­
ings which he h e ld , weird and e x c it in g  scenes o f  con v ers ion  
o fte n  took  p la c e .  During the two years b e fo re  Mr. Asbury 
l e f t  C a la is , a M eth od ist-E p iscop a l Church was b u i l t  th e re ; 
a fte r  h is  d ep a rtu re , r e l ig io u s  fe r v o r  d ied  down f o r  a tim e.
In 1828 a wave o f  r e l ig io u s  enthusiasm  among the 
C on g re g a tio n a lis ts  prompted them to  e r e c t  a m eeting house 
adequate t o  the needs o f  the town. Samuel K e lle y , p rob ab ly  
the f i r s t  B a p tist  to  s e t t le  in  C a la is , d id  a l l  he cou ld  to  aid 
in  the estab lish m en t o f  a C on gregation a l church , f o r  he saw
no p ro sp e ct  o f  a church o f  h is  own f a i t h  at the tim e.
The estab lish m en t o f  these churches had a r e f in in g  
and so fte n in g  in flu e n ce  on the p eop le  o f  C a la is , who had p re ­
v io u s ly  been too  busy earn in g  a meager l i v in g  and m eeting the 
th rea ts  to  th e ir  s e c u r ity  during the War o f  1812 to  attempt
to  s a t is fy  t h e ir  s p ir i t u a l  needs.
A law yer had been s o r e ly  needed in  C a la is  because 
o f  c o n f l i c t in g  cla im s and in te r e s t s  and because o f  bad ly  con ­
fused pecu n iary  a f f a i r s .  The f i r s t  lawyer there was the Hon­
orable  George Downes, a n a tiv e  o f  W alpole, M assachusetts, and 
a graduate o f  Harvard C o lle g e . In 1816 he came to  C a la is , 
sta rted  the p r a c t ic e  o f  h is  p r o fe s s io n , and d id  much to  help 
the t o m  du rin g  i t s  darkest p e r io d . For f i f t y  years he remained 
th ere , one o f  the most a b le , a c t iv e ,  and in f lu e n t ia l  c i t i z e n s  
o f  the town. He served f o r  a time as sta te  sen a tor , and f o r  
th ir ty  years was p re s id e n t  o f  the C a la is  Bank, which went 
in to  op era tion  in  1832 w ith  a c a p i t a l  o f  $100 ,000 . He d ied  in  
1869.
Another lawyer worthy o f  note  was the Honorable 
Joseph Granger, who was a ls o  capable  and p op u la r . He was born 
in  Newburyport, M assachusetts, and as a young man was engaged 
in  commerce. Granger f i n a l l y  abandoned t h is  o ccu p a tio n , read 
law, and came to  C a la is  in  1830. He soon had a la rg e  p r a c t ic e ,  
and became a lea d er  o f  the Washington County Bar. S evera l prom­
is in g  young men, who were la t e r  adm itted to  the b a r , read law 
with him .6
By 1818 the e f f e c t s  o f  the war had alm ost passed 
away, and th in gs began t o  lo o k  more h o p e fu l. 1820 marked the
§
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beginning o f  the b u s ie s t  p e r io d  in  the h is t o r y  o f  Maine lumber­
in g . In 1820 began a lso  a p e r io d  o f  g rea t a c t iv i t y  and rap id  
growth in  C a la is . In  the next decade the town more than quad­
rupled i t s  p o p u la tio n  and w ea lth , and became a p le a s a n t , t h r i f t y ,  
and cu ltu red  community. The d iscom fort  and p o v e rty  o f  the p re ­
ceding years were banished by the appearance o f  good roads and
7conven ient b r id g e s , f in e  c a r r ia g e s , th r iv in g  churches and 
s o c i e t i e s ,  and e leg a n t homes, fu r n itu r e , and c lo th in g . The 
demand f o r  lumber widened the avenue t o  w ea lth . On both  s id es  
o f  the r iv e r  were lu x u riou s  homes which found a p roper s e t ­
t in g  in  the b e a u t ifu l  scenery  along the S t . C roix  R iv er .
The p eop le  o f  C a la is  were becoming in c r e a s in g ly  
aware o f  th e ir  c u ltu r a l  and s o c ia l ,  as w e ll as th e ir  p h y s ic a l ,  
needs, and i t  was on ly  a few years a fterw ard  that they  formed 
a l ib r a r y  c lu b  and supported the estab lish m en t o f  the f i r s t  
lo c a l  newspaper. To t h is  e n te r p r is in g  community the fa th er  
o f  Mary Hayden Green, E l i ja h  Dix Green, who was to  become 
prominent in  the la t e r  developm ent o f  C a la is , removed h is  fam­
i l y  from  E astport in  the la t e r  1820*s .
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I .  C. Knowlton, in  h is  Annals, p . 41, w r ite s , "Mr. 
[Stephen] Brewer d ied  in  1814. The next year h is  widow re ce iv e d  
from  fr ie n d s  in  B oston , a C h a ise ,— the f i r s t  one th at ever 
graced the s t r e e t s  o f  C a la is ."
CHAPTER I I  ANCESTRY OP MARY HAYDEN GREEN
Mary Hayden Green came o f  e a r ly  P u ritan  s to ck , her 
p a tern a l a n cestors  having p layed  an im portant r o le  in  the 
h is to ry  o f  M iddlesex and W orcester co u n t ie s  in  M assachusetts, 
as e a r ly  s e t t l e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  and B a p tist  m in is te rs  there and 
la te r  in  Maine; her m aternal an cestry  lik e w ise  i s  tra ce a b le  
to  the e a r ly  seventeenth  cen tu ry  in  M assachusetts and to  the 
la te  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  on the east c o a s t  o f  Maine, where 
the Hayden fa m ily  was an in f lu e n t ia l  one in  the e a r ly  h is t o r y  
o f  E a stp ort . In t r a c in g  the fa m ily  h is t o r y  o f  Mary Hayden 
Green, one d is c o v e r s  in d iv id u a ls  who were e n te r p r is in g  and 
in d u s tr io u s , k in d ly , and re lig io u s -m in d e d . By th e ir  contem­
p o ra r ie s  not a few  o f  them were re cog n ized  and resp ected  fo r  
th e ir  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and f o r  th e ir  many C h r is t ia n  v ir t u e s .
Thomas Green,® her e a r l i e s t  an cestor  in  the d i r e c t  
l in e  to  come to  t h is  cou n try , was born in  England about 1606, 
and came to  America p rob a b ly  in  1635 or 1636. The f i r s t  r e c ­
ord in  which h is  name appeared i s  dated  1653, when h is  young­
est  daughter was born . He perhaps l iv e d  f i r s t  in  Ipsw ich , but 
moved to  Malden, where as e a r ly  as 1651 h is  w ife  E liza b e th  and 
h is  daughter signed a p e t i t i o n  to  the General C ourt. He owned 
g
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a s ix ty -th r e e  acre farm in  that p a rt  o f  Malden which i s  now 
M elrose. In 1658 he was selectm an o f  Malden, and he was 
severa l tim es on the grand ju ry  o f  M iddlesex County. The 
date o f  h is  death  i s  u n ce r ta in .
He was m arried tw ic e , h is  f i r s t  w ife , E liz a b e th , 
being the mother o f  a l l  h is  c h ild r e n . She d ied  August 22, 1658. 
On September 5 , 1659, he m arried Mrs. Prances Cook, who had 
been tw ice  widowed and was the mother o f  a number o f  ch ild re n  
by her form er husbands. Thomas and E liz a b e th  Green had nine 
ch ild re n , some o f  whom were p rob a b ly  born in  England, although 
i t  i s  not known how many.
Thomas Green,® son o f  the p re ce d in g , was born p rob ­
ably in  England about 1630. About 1653 he m arried Rebecca 
H il l s ,  daughter o f  Joseph H i l l s  o f  Malden and Rose (Dunster) 
H i l ls .  He was a farm er in  Malden and was adm itted as a f r e e ­
man on May 31, 1670. He d ied  February 13, 1 6 7 1 /2 ; h is  w i l l ,  
proved A p r il 2 , 1672, gave to  h is  w ife  the th ir d  p a rt  o f  h is  
e s ta te , the rem ainder to  be d iv id e d  e q u a lly  among h is  ch ild re n  
—R ebecca, Hannah, Thomas, and Samuel, who were then a l l  under 
age. His w ife , R ebecca , d ied  June 6 , 1674.
Captain Samuel G r e e n . w a s  born O ctober 5 , 1670, in  
Malden. He m arried E liza b e th  Upham, supposed to  be a daughter 
o f  Deacon phineas Upham, e ld e s t  son o f  L ieutenant Phineas Upham, 
§
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who was se v e re ly  wounded In  the storm ing o f  the N arragansett 
P ort , December 19, 1675, and whose fa th e r , Deacon John Upham, 
came from  England about 1635. In the w i l l  o f  h is  g ra n d fa th er, 
Joseph H il l s  o f  Newbury, he was d is t in g u ish e d  from  oth er Sam­
u e l Greens as the one who m arried E liz a b e th  Upham. He l iv e d  
in  Malden u n t i l  about 1717, when he moved h is  fa m ily  to  the 
town o f  L e ic e s te r , o f  which he was one o f  the fou n d ers . That 
township was granted by the General C ourt, and Captain Green 
was one o f  the committee appointed to  s e t t l e  i t .  He owned 
much p rop erty  and was v ery  in f lu e n t ia l .  That p a rt  o f  the 
town o f  L e ic e s te r  which was occu p ied  by him and h is  r e la t iv e s  
was la t e r  c a l le d  G reen v ille  in  h is  h on or. He d ie d  January 2, 
1735 /6 . His w i l l ,  record ed  in  the W orcester Probate C ourt, 
mentioned h is  w ife  E liz a b e th , son Thomas, and s ix  daughters. 
Mrs. E liz a b e th  Green d ied  in  L e ice s te r  about 1761.
Reverend Thomas G r e e n , o n l y  son o f  Captain Samuel 
Green o f  L e ic e s te r , was born in  Malden in  1699. About 1717 
he went to  L e ic e s te r  w ith  h is  fa th e r .  H is fa th e r  having to  
leave f o r  a tim e, Thomas remained to  lo o k  a f t e r  some c a t t l e  
at pasture during the summer season . Axi in te r e s t in g  fa m ily  
t r a d it io n  r e la t e s  that the son was attacked  by a fe v e r  and 
sh e ltered  h im se lf in  a ca v e . Here he su sta in ed  h im se lf on 
m ilk from  a cow whose c a l f  he had t ie d  to  a t re e  near by. 
Although he was in  a s ta te  o f  g reat ex h a u stion , he had to  
crawl to  a brook f o r  water and chewed some r o o t s  which he
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found on the way. He was d is co v e re d  in  t h is  c o n d it io n  by two 
men, who re fu se d  to  take him home but n o t i f i e d  h is  fa th e r . 
Captain Green l o s t  no time in  moving h is  son t o  Malden on h orse ­
back, the t r ip  occupying fo u r  d a y s.
Thomas acqu ired  a knowledge o f  m edicine and surgery 
from two E n glish  buccaneers who boarded w ith  h is  fa th e r  f o r  
many y e a rs , having surrendered them selves under an o f f e r  o f  
pardon from the B r it is h  government. These surgeons in s tru c te d  
Thomas and gave him a few  m ed ica l books. With t h is  prepara­
t io n , and su sta in ed  by a v ig orou s  i n t e l l e c t  and much p r a c t ic a l  
wisdom, he p r a c t ic e d  m edicine w ith  g rea t s u cce s s , h is  p r a c t ic e  
extending as fa r  as Rhode Islan d  and C on n ecticu t.
Thomas was m arried about 1725 to  Martha Lynde, born 
in  Malden in  1700, daughter o f  Captain John Lynde and h is  th ird  
w ife , J u d ith . They had seven ch ild r e n .
In a d d it io n  to  bein g  a s u c c e s s fu l p h y s ic ia n , Thomas 
was a ls o  a prom inent clergym an. He organ ized  a B a p tis t  church 
in  South L e ic e s te r  and in  1736 became p a sto r  o f  th at congrega­
t io n , which was la rg e  and f lo u r is h in g .  The in s c r ip t io n  on h is  
gr ave s t one re ad s :
E rected  in  Memory o f  D octor Thomas Green. He was 
p a sto r  o f  the B a p tist  Church in  L e ic e s t e r ,  and a noted 
p h y s ic ia n . He departed  t h is  l i f e  August 19, 1773, age 
74.
Mrs. Martha Green, widow o f  the Reverend Thomas Green, d ie d  in  
L e ic e s te r , June 20 , 1780. They had f iv e  sons and two dau gh ters .
Dr. John G reen ,12 son o f  the Reverend Thomas and 
Martha (Lynde) Green, was born in  L e ic e s te r  August 14, 1736.
He m arried f i r s t ,  Mary Osgood o f  W orcester, who d ied  Septem­
ber 5 , 1761, and second, Mary R uggles, daughter o f  B r ig a d ie r -  
General Timothy Ruggles o f  Sandwich, Cape Cod.
He stu d ied  m edicine w ith  h is  fa th e r  and s ta r te d  a 
s u cce s s fu l p r a c t ic e  in  W orcester when he was q u ite  young. By 
h is  f i r s t  m arriage he had three c h ild r e n ; by h is  second w ife , 
who d ied  June 16, 1814, in  W orcester, he had ten — e ig h t  boys 
and two g i r l s .
Thomas G r e e n ,^  son o f  D octor John and Mary (Osgood) 
Green o f  W orcester, was born there June 3 , 1761. He m arried 
f i r s t  (O ctober 8 , 1 7 8 2 ), Salome Barstow o f  S u tton ,1  ^ who d ied  
November 29, 1799, and second , Hannah D elano, a widow, o f  Wool­
w ich, Maine.
He stu d ied  th e o lo g y  w ith Joseph Avery, who f o r  f i f t y  
years was p a sto r  o f  the C on gregational church in  H olden, Maine; 
he a ls o  stu d ied  m edicine with h is  fa th e r ,  and l ik e  h is  p a tern a l 
grandfather was m in is te r  to  both  sou l and body . He became a 
B aptist m in is te r  o f  con s id e ra b le  note  and was s e t t le d  in  North 
Yarmouth, Maine, where he was in strum ental in  e s ta b lis h in g  the
I b id . ,  p . 34 .
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f i r s t  B a p tist church , serv in g  as i t s  f i r s t  p a s to r  from  1797 
fo r  th ir te e n  y e a r s .15 Timothy Dwight, p re s id en t o f  Y a le , 
p assin g  through the town in  h is  New England t r a v e ls  in  1797 
noted w ith  approval the f i r s t  B a p tist  m eetinghouse in  North 
Yarmouth.16 In 1798 the Reverend Thomas Green was the r e c ip ­
ie n t  o f  the honorary degree o f  Master o f  A rts from  Brown U niver­
s i t y .
A fter  h is  death  in  North Yarmouth, May 29, 1814, an
1 7ob itu a ry  o f  him in  a Boston newspaper17 p ra ise d  him f o r  h is  
" s p r ig h t ly  g e n iu s , . . .ca p a c io u s  m in d ,. . . qu ick  and b r i l l i a n t  
im a g in a tion ,"  f o r  h is  a f f a b i l i t y  and k in d n ess , h is  o r a t o r ic a l  
powers, and the "u n a ffe c te d  e lega n ce  and ease which rendered 
him agreeable  in  every  c i r c l e . "
By h is  f i r s t  m arriage he had e ig h t  ch ild r e n  and by 
the second , a daughter and a son.
Deacon E l i ja h  Dix G r e e n ,y o u n g e s t  son o f  Thomas 
and Salome (Barstow) Green, was born in  North Yarmouth March 
22, 1799. He moved to  E a stp o rt , Maine, sometime in  the e a r ly  
1800*s .  In 1823 he m arried Hannah C la f l in  Hayden o f  E astport 
and s e t t le d  h is  fa m ily  at C a la is  sometime a f t e r  1824. He owned
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a sawm ill th e re ; was a deacon o f  the Second B a p tist Church, 
o f  which he was a ch a rte r  member; and was e v id e n t ly  a 
resp ected  and in f lu e n t ia l  C a la is  c i t i z e n .  In 1856 he was 
appointed a n otary  p u b lic  and ju s t i c e  o f  the peace f o r  Wash­
in gton  C o u n t y . I n  1858 he was e le c te d  p res id en t o f  the 
common c o u n c il  in  C a la is  and was a ls o  c le r k  o f  Ward 4.^® 
Deacon Green d ied  in  C a la is  March 7 , 1867, three years a fte r  
h is  w ife , Hannah C la f l in  Hayden Green. He was buried  in  the 
Pike l o t ,  c a l le d  Ten A cre; h is  grave i s  marked by a simple 
white ston e .
The photograph o f  E l i ja h  Green shows a k in d ly , 
benevolen t f a c e .  A m emorial window p la ced  in  the B a p tist  
church in  C a la is  at the requ est o f  h is  two daughters g iv e s  
ev idence that h is  good q u a l it ie s  were a p p recia ted  by those 
who knew him b e s t .
In Memoriam, E l i ja h  Dix Green, Died March 6 , 1867, 
aged 67 y e a rs . S ta in le s s  in  ch a ra c te r— man o f  f a i t h  
and p ra y er . He t o i l e d  in  the m asters s e r v ice  u n t i l  the 
evening o f  l i f e .  Then they la id  the weary p ilg r im  in  
a chamber whose windows open to  the su n rise  and the 
chamber was c a l le d  P eace.
This window fa c e s  the e a s t .
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ANCESTRY OF MARY HAYDEN GREEN
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The ch ild re n  o f  Deacon E l i ja h  and Hannah (Hayden) 
Green were Mary Hayden, Emeline C a rlton , Emma Sophia, Kate 
Jew ett, Sarah B rooks, and Thomas Hayden. Of the f iv e  g i r l s  
on ly  two, Mary Hayden and Emma Sophia, l iv e d  more than a few 
y ea rs ; and Thomas Hayden, the on ly  boy , was k i l l e d  in  a c t io n  
during the C iv i l  War. In 1851 Emma Sophia (1829-1906) m arried 
Charles Hart Smith, an u n cle  o f  Kate Douglas W iggin.
Mary Hayden Green*s m aternal a n cestry  can be tra ced  
back to  John-*- Hayden, the immigrant a n ce s to r , who came to  Dor­
ch e s te r , M assachusetts, in  1630 on the John and Mary and mar­
r ie d  Susannah ---------. He acqu ired  land in  D orch ester which he
subsequently  s o ld , and spent h is  la t e r  l i f e  in  B ra in tree .
John2 Hayden (1 6 3 5 -1 7 1 8 ), son o f  John-1- and Susannah 
Hayden, was m arried to  Hannah Ames (1641-1689) by Governor 
E n d ico tt . J osiah 3 Hayden, th e ir  son , m arried E liza b e th  Good- 
enow in  1691.
The Hayden fa m ily  l iv e d  f o r  se v e ra l g en era tion s  in  
H opkinton, M assachusetts, beginn in g  w ith  John^ Hayden (1703­
1 763 ), son o f  J osia h 3 and E liz a b e th  Hayden, who m arried Lucy 
Maynard, daughter o f  Zachariah  and Sarah (W heeler) Maynard, 
in  Hopkinton in  1726. T h eir son John5 (1740-1824) m arried 
three tim es , h is  f i r s t  w ife  be in g  Hannah C la f l in ,  whom he 
m arried on October 24, 1759.
Aaron6 Hayden, the son o f  John5 and Hannah (C la f l in )  
Hayden, was born in  Hopkinton on September 8 , 1775. He l iv e d  
in  M ilton  f o r  a tim e, but moved at about the turn  o f  the cen -
tury to  E a stp ort , Maine, and was among the e a r ly  s e t t le r s  o f  
that town. In  1800 he m arried Ruth R ichards Jones (1778­
1838) in  R obbin ston , Maine. She was a descendant from  John 
and P r i s c i l l a  Alden through Ruth (A lden) Bass, Sarah (Bass) 
Thayer, A b ig a il (Thayer) R ich a rd s , and Mary (R ich ards) Jon es. 
Aaron Hayden was a prom inent merchant and owned a la rg e  and 
prosperous s to re  in  the town. He was a deacon o f  the B a p tist 
Church, the e a r l i e s t  church in  E a stp o r t . In 1804 he was 
e le c te d  m oderator, and he was selectm an in  1 8 0 7 .2 1  Q?he house 
which he b u i l t  in  1805 was among the f i r s t  tw o -s to ry  d w e llin g s  
in  E a stp o rt . He had th ir te e n  c h ild r e n , a few  o f  whom d ied  in  
in fa n cy . He d ie d  in  E astport June 18 , 1842.
Among the sons o f  Deacon Aaron and Ruth R ich ards(Jon es)
Hayden and u n c le s  o f  Mary Hayden Green was Aaron Hayden, born
in  E astport September 23, 1814. Aaron the younger was graduated
from  Harvard in  1834, and was adm itted to  the Penobscot County
bar in  1838. Returning to  E a stp o r t , he con tinu ed  the p r a c t ic e
o f  h is  p r o fe s s io n . In h is  n a tiv e  town he was f o r  sev era l years
on the board o f  selectm en and the sch oo l com m ittee, and he served
a ls o  on the State Board o f  E d u ca tion . In 1844 the Honorable
Aaron Hayden was chosen  the can d idate  o f  the Whig p a rty  f o r  the
Maine l e g is la t u r e .  He was e le c te d  then and again in  1845; in
1855 he was sen ator from  Washington C ounty.22 j n 1847 he mar­
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r ie d  Jane T. B r ig g s . He d ied  a t E a stp ort O ctober 22 , 1865.
Hannah C la f l in  Hayden, daughter o f  Aaron and Ruth 
(Jones) Hayden, was born at E a stp ort May 4 , 1804, where she 
r e ce iv e d  her ed u ca tion  and e a r ly  t r a in in g . She and her mother 
were o r ig in a l  members o f  the E astport Female Benevolent S o c ie ty ,
founded in  1821. Her m other, Mrs. Aaron Hayden, was F ir s t
0 1 2
D ir e c t r e s s , and Hannah C la f l in  Hayden, C o l le c t o r .  °  On Nov­
ember 13, 1823, she m arried E l i ja h  Dix Green, w ith  whom she 
moved se v e ra l years la t e r  to  C a la is . She d ie d  Ju ly  18, 1864, 
and was b u ried  in  the Pike fa m ily  l o t ,  where her husband was 
la t e r  la id .
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CHAPTER I I I  EARLY YEARS AND MARRIAGE (1824-1853)
Mary Hayden Green was born in  E a stp ort , Maine, on 
November 24, 1824. She was the f i r s t  c h i ld  o f  E l i ja h  Dix and 
Hannah (Hayden) Green, who had been m arried in  E astport in  
1823. Of the fo u r  s i s t e r s  born la t e r  o n ly  one, Emma Sophia, 
born in  1829, l iv e d  to  share ch ild h ood  ex p er ien ces  w ith  Mary 
Hayden. Mary must have had some o f  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  ca r ­
in g  f o r  and amusing her younger s i s t e r .
One can r e a d ily  im agine the e a r ly  im pression s o f  a 
c h i ld  in  E a stp ort . No doubt the f o g ,  a freq u en t v i s i t o r  on 
the is la n d , crea ted  a m ysteriou s w orld f o r  the sm all g i r l ,  
who watched i t  creep  over the town, f e l t  i t s  c o o l  m oistu re , and, 
watching the sun sh in in g  tra n s lu c e n t ly  ju s t  over and through 
the fo g ,  saw i t  g ra d u a lly  recede  over the blue w ater. Perhaps 
Mary was o ld  enough to  heed some o f  the o ld  legen ds o f  that 
s e c t io n  fa m il ia r  t o  E astport r e s id e n ts  tod a y , such as one o f  
an o ld  sea ca p ta in  who s t i l l  s a i l s  h is  v e s s e l ,  ig n o r in g  the 
ch an nels, buoys, and o th er markings th at guide boatmen; i f  he 
comes to  an o b s t a c le ,  he " s a i l s  r ig h t  over i t  in  the pea soup 
f o g . "
Then on c le a r  days a c h i ld  might watch the water and 
the e f f e c t  o f  the t id e  upon the is la n d , which was no lon g er  an
is la n d  at low  t id e  when the ch an n el, which cu t E astport from  
the m ainland, d isa p p eared . She would watch the sh ips in  the 
harbor, some a r r iv in g  in  the sun and d isa p p ea rin g  in  the f o g ,  
and wonder where they were from  and where they were heading.
To see the many is la n d s , la rg e  and sm a ll, which were w ith in  
sigh t o f  E a stp ort , and to  watch the p la y  o f  l i g h t  and shadow 
on t h e ir  su rfa ces  and surrounding w a ters , and to  wonder how 
those is la n d s  d i f f e r e d  from  the one on which she l iv e d  were natural 
o ccu p a tion s f o r  the time and thoughts o f  a young c h i ld .
The s ig h ts , the sounds, and the sm ells  o f  a harbor 
town, whose prim ary occu p a tion s  were f is h in g  and the f i s h -  
packing in d u stry  gave p le n ty  o f  scope f o r  the p la y  o f  any 
c h i l d •s im aginat i o n .
E l i ja h  Dix Green, r e a l i z in g  the op p ortu n ity  in  the 
growing lum bering community o f  C a la is , d ec id ed  to  remove h is  
fam ily  from  E astport t o  C a la is , p rob a b ly  in  the la t e  1 8 2 0 's .
The rem oval must have been an e x c i t in g  event t o  the sm all c h ild  
Mary. There were no r a ilr o a d s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  the p ro ce ss  o f  
moving, but the jou rn ey , w hile i t  may n ot have been p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  com fortab le  on the rough roa d s , must have g iven  ample 
time f o r  ob se rv a tio n  o f  woodland and r iv e r  scen ery . Perhaps 
the fa m ily  stopped at v a r iou s  houses and sca tte re d  communities 
on the way, where they re ce iv e d  a c o r d ia l  welcom e.
Mary now found h e r s e l f  in  an e n t ir e ly  new atm osphere. 
Gone, though not fa r  d is ta n t ,  were the bay, the is la n d s , the 
f o g ,  and the h a rb or ; in  th e ir  p la ce  were w oodlands, saw m ills ,
and the r i v e r .  As in  E astport there were no e la b o ra te  forms 
o f p la y  or amusement f o r  ch ild re n  in  C a la is , but there was 
much o f  new in t e r e s t  and ch a ra cte r  f o r  Mary to  ob serv e . The 
busy saw m ills and the lo g g in g  on the r iv e r  fu rn ish ed  in t e r e s t ­
in g  s ig h ts ; and no doubt the c h ild r e n  p layed  near the r i v e r ,  
where the sm ell o f  lumber and t r e e s  rep la ced  the fa m ilia r  
s a lty  sm ell which Mary had known e a r l i e r  in  E a stp ort .
The home o f  E l i ja h  Dix Green in  C a la is  was a two- 
s to r ie d  white house, la rg e  and a t t r a c t iv e .  The household was 
a r e l ig io u s  one, and i t s  atmosphere tog e th er  w ith  the stron g  
r e l ig io u s  background o f  her a n cestry  fo s t e r e d  in  Mary at an 
e a r ly  age an in te r e s t  in  and an awareness o f  m oral is s u e s .
Her p a ren ts  a lrea d y  were members o f  the F ir s t  B a p tist  Church 
at Mi11town, when Mary at the age o f  tw elve underwent a deep 
r e l ig io u s  ex p erien ce  which caused her to  become a member o f  
the same c h u r c h . 24 ^e do not know ju s t  what the experien ce  
was, but i t  was ra th er p o o r ly  tim ed , f o r  her baptism  took  
p la ce  during the W inter o f  1836 when ic e  had to  be cut from  
the r iv e r  f o r  the o cca s io n  o f  her im m ersion .25
In s p ite  o f  her r e l ig i o u s  background, Mary was
p rob ab ly  n ot u n n a tu ra lly  in te r e s te d  in  se r io u s  s u b je c t s .  Like
her playm ates she p rob a b ly  en joyed  games and fun o f  a c h ild is h
n atu re , a lthough  perhaps the se r io u s  a sp ec ts  o f  her p e r s o n a lity
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and temperament had a firm er b a s is  and more op p ortu n ity  fo r  
growth than d id  those o f  some o f  her young f r ie n d s .
In  1838 the a n t i-s la v e r y  a g ita t io n  reached C a la is  
and caused some d istu rba n ce  and t r o u b le . Ichabod Codding, an 
a n t i-s la v e r y  speaker sent by Samuel Fessenden o f  P ortla n d , came 
to  the town to  le c tu r e  on the e v i l s  o f  s la v e r y . Some o f  the 
l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  who were a ls o  ardent B a p t is t s , opposed 
these le c t u r e s .  Ihen Mr. Codding asked perm ission  to  speak 
at the B a p tis t  m eetinghouse, Deacon E l i ja h  K e lle y , who was 
p robab ly  the f i r s t  B a p tis t  t o  s e t t l e  in  C a la is , b e lie v e d  that 
he should be g iven  the p r iv i l e g e ,  a lthough the B a p tis t  m in is­
te r  and the p o l i t i c i a n s  opposed the arrangem ent. The speeches 
were g iven  s u c c e s s fu l ly  from  the B a p tis t  p u lp i t  by Mr. Cod­
d in g ; but when he attem pted the same le c tu r e s  in  the town h a l l  
the fo llo w in g  week, he was p e lte d  w ith  r o t te n  eg g s , perhaps 
by the o r ig in a l  opposers to  the s e r ie s  o f  a n t i-s la v e r y  le c t u r e s .  
In c id e n ts  o f  t h is  kind strengthened the f e e l in g  o f  the C a la is  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  This ep isod e  must have made an im pression  upon 
Mary Hayden Green, who was then fo u rte e n  and whose mind probab ly  
was a lrea d y  aware o f  the moral is su e  o f  the s la v ery  q u estio n .
A fte r  her attendance at the e a r ly  C a la is  s c h o o ls ,
Mary Hayden*s p a re n ts , bein g  am bitious f o r  h e r , sent her to  the
Charlestown (M assachusetts) Female Seminary to  supplement her
C a la is  sch oo lin g .^ ®  At the sem inary, her r e l ig i o u s  c o n v ic t io n s
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were strengthened and deepened under the lea d ersh ip  o f  I t s
p*7
p r e s id e n t , the Reverend W illiam  P h i l l i p s .
On March 30, 1842, w h ile  Mary was s t i l l  a tten d in g  
sch oo l in  Charlestow n, Thomas Hayden, the la s t  c h i ld  o f  E l i ja h  
Dix and Hannah Hayden Green, was b orn . To t h is  on ly  b ro th e r , 
Mary Hayden became g r e a t ly  a tta ch ed .
In 1843 a fte r  her graduation  from the Charlestown 
Seminary, Mary returned  to  C a la is  to  l i v e .  During her absence 
the community had in crea sed  in  w ealth  and p o p u la tio n  and had 
made many advances c u lt u r a l ly  and s o c ia l l y .  The C a la is  l ib r a r y  
c lu b , e s ta b lis h e d  in  1833, had in crea sed  i t s  membership and 
i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books. The f i r s t  permanent C a la is  newspaper, 
a lthough there had been many e a r l i e r  ones o f  sh ort d u ra tion , 
was the C a la is  A d v e r t is e r , e s ta b lis h e d  in  1841. F ir s t  Whig 
and then R epu blican , the e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  o f  the paper was 
one w ith  which Mary Green p rob ab ly  was in  sympathy.
Mary Hayden and her p a ren ts  were co n s t itu e n t  members 
o f  the Second B a p tist Church, e s ta b lis h e d  in  C a la is  in  1841. 
E l i ja h  Dix Green was a deacon o f  the church w ith  which Mary 
m aintained a l i f e l o n g  membership. Her k in d ly , generous, and 
p h ila n th ro p ic  s p i r i t  d isp la y e d  i t s e l f  in  church  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
and in  her work w ith  the L a d ie s ' B enevolent S o c ie ty , an organ­
iz a t io n  which had been founded in  1828 ’’ t o  a s s is t  the p o o r ,
and p a r t ic u la r ly  the s ic k ,  and those unable to  l a b o r . "^8 sha 
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gave much o f  her time to  generous works o f  c h a r ity  but d id  not 
speak o f  i t .  One o f  her fr ie n d s  sa id  o f  her that she was "born 
g o o d ."
Mary was an ardent and ra p id  rea d er , in te r e s te d  in  
a v a r ie ty  o f  s u b je c t s , but p a r t ic u la r ly  in  s o c ia l  reform . 
Easternmost Maine in  the 1 8 4 0 's  was in te r e s te d  in  temperance 
and in  o th er reform  a c t i v i t i e s ;  and a n t i-s la v e r y  f e e l in g ,  
growing in  the 1 8 4 0 's , became in  time a fo c u s  f o r  the s p ir it u a l  
energy o f  many in d iv id u a ls , among whom was Mary Green, whose 
g en tle  s p i r i t  was aroused by the r e p o r ts  o f  the e v i l s  o f  s la v ­
e ry .
In p h y s ica l appearance Mary was n o t  b e a u t i fu l ,  but 
she had stron g  fe a tu re s  and a th ou g h tfu l e x p re s s io n . Her amiable 
d is p o s i t i o n ,  no dou bt, l e f t  i t s  im pression  on her f a c e .  Of her 
in te r e s t  in  or a t t r a c t io n  f o r  the op p o s ite  sex we know l i t t l e .  
C e rta in ly  th ere  were some young men in  C a la is  in  whose company 
she might have found p leasu re  and s a t i s fa c t io n .  We know o f  
on ly  one young man who claim ed her in te r e s t  and a t te n t io n : Fred­
e r ic k  A. P ik e , a r i s in g  young law yer in  C a la is  and a member o f  
a prom inent New England fa m ily .
C a la is  in  the 1 8 4 0 's was the seat o f  the g rea t lumber 
re g io n  o f  the S t. C roix  and o f  the trade which s e t t l e s  n a tu ra lly  
to  a border town on a n av igab le  r i v e r .  Many e n e r g e t ic  men from 
a l l  p a rts  o f  New England came to  C a la is  to  seek fo r tu n e s  in  the 
lumber b u s in e ss . They p layed  the game o f  b u s in ess  shrew dly, 
e a g e r ly , and sometimes u n scru p u lou sly . Frequent c o l l i s i o n s  o f
h o s t i le  in t e r e s t s  and c la s h in g  cla im s o f  t i t l e  among these 
men made the community f o r  years a para d ise  f o r  la w y ers .^ 9 
Many men, who were a fterw ards heard o f  in  la r g e r  f i e l d s  o f  
a c t iv i t y ,  began th e ir  le g a l  ca re e rs  th e re .
Among such a group o f  law yers , F red erick  Augustus 
Pike had the a b i l i t y  to  become a le a d e r . Almost im m ediately 
a fte r  h is  adm ittance to  the b a r , he won a wide and lu c r a t iv e  
p r a c t ic e  throughout Washington County by means o f  h is  i n t e l ­
le c t u a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  h is  p r a c t i c a l i t y ,  and h is  o r a t o r ic a l  
pow ers. He had a b r i l l i a n t  mind and was an e loq u en t speaker. 
His in t e g r i t y  prevented  him from  t ry in g  to  d a zz le  ju r ie s ;  
con seq u en tly , he was both  l ik e d  and tru s te d .
The ca re e rs  o f  both  F red erick  Pike and h is  b roth er 
James were foreshadow ed by that o f  th e ir  P u ritan  a n ces to r , 
Robert P ik e , an enemy o f  the Mathers.
R obert Pike came to  th is  cou n try  from  England in  
1635 at the age o f  n in eteen  w ith  h is  fa th e r , John Pike.^O 
Robert e v e n tu a lly  s e t t le d  in  S a lisb u ry , M assachusetts, where 
he was the c h ie f  m ag istra te  most o f  h is  l i f e  and was a ls o  a 
major in  charge o f  the tro o p s  ea st o f  the Merrimack R iver in  
King P h i l ip 's  War. In s p ite  o f  the f a c t  th at he was a prom­
in en t and re sp ected  member o f  the M assachusetts C olony, he
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was in v o lv ed  in  three  se r iou s  c o n tr o v e r s ie s  w ith the c i v i l  
and church o rd e rs . In 1653 he was d is fr a n c h is e d  f o r  h is  
c r i t i c is m  o f  the P uritan  laws aga in st the Quakers; but in  
1657 he was again granted  the p r iv i le g e  o f  v o t in g  and was in  
attendance at the 1658 sprin g  s e s s io n  o f  the M assachusetts 
General Court as the S a lisb u ry  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e .
In  1675 R obert Pike was excommunicated by h is  p a s to r , 
the Reverend John W heelwright, f o r  opposing the dogm atic auth­
o r i t y  o f  the clergym an. At the order o f  the General Court in  
1677, Mr. W heelwright was fo r c e d  t o  pardon Major p ik e .
R obert Pike *s th ird  d i f fe r e n c e  w ith  the Colony 
occu rred  in  h is  o p p o s it io n  to  the Salem w it c h c r a ft  p e rse cu ­
t io n s  in  1692.
Of t h is  P u ritan  the poet W h ittier  wrote t o  James 
Shepherd P ik e , b ro th er  o f  F red erick  A. Pike and b iograph er o f  
Robert P ik e :
"From a l l  th at I have re a d , and from  the t r a d it io n s  
o f  the v a l le y  o f  the M errimac, I have been accustomed to  
regard  R obert Pike as one o f  the w isest  and w orth ies t  o f  
the e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  o f  that r e g i o n . . . .
"He was by a l l  odds the most rem arkable personage 
o f  the tim e and p l a c e . . . .
" I  s h a ll  lo o k  w ith  in te r e s t  f o r  thy book . I  have 
always had an adm iration f o r  the s u b je c t  o f  i t ,  and in  
my s to ry  [Leaves from  Margaret Smith’ s Journal] I  endea­
vored to  do ju s t i c e  to  h im ."S I
In h is  w i l l  Robert Pike l e f t  land in  Anesbury and 
S a lisb u ry  to  h is  youngest son, M oses, who p rob a b ly  remained in  
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M oses1 son Timothy Pike was s t i l l  a c h i ld  when h is  
grandfath er d ie d . Timothy s e t t le d  in  Newburyport, the home 
o f  h is  a n ce s to r s , where as a b lacksm ith  he was noted  f o r  h is  
t h r i f t  and p ie t y .  In h is  w i l l ,  dated  1V67, he l e f t  h is  negro 
man, Harry, t o  h is  son Timothy. I t  seems ra th er  odd that the 
grandson o f  R obert P ik e , who was so much con cerned  w ith l ib e r t y  
and freedom , should have owned a n egro .
Timothy P ik e , son o f  the owner o f  H arry, moved to  
P ortla n d , Maine, where he was a merchant and where h is  son 
W illiam  was born on August 18, 1775.
W illiam  P ik e , the son o f  Timothy and the fa th e r  o f  
James Shepherd and F red erick  Augustus P ik e , became a merchant 
in  W isca sset. He was tw ice  m arried : f i r s t  t o  E liz a b e th  C h ris­
top h er, by whom he had a son and a daughter, and second to  Han­
nah Shepherd, born in  J e f fe r s o n , Maine, in  1785. His second 
w ife  was a descendant o f  James Shepherd, the f i r s t  s e t t le d  min­
i s t e r  o f  Cambridge, M assachusetts, some o f  whose descendants
*20s e t t le d  in  L in co ln  County, Maine.
W illiam  Pike moved w ith  h is  second w ife  to  C a la is , 
Maine, in  1804. Here he pursued h is  tra d e , much o f  i t  done at 
that time on the b a rte r  b a s is ;  d e a lt  in  su p p lie s , p rodu ce, and 
lum ber; and owned a sm all saw m ill. He was extrem ely  a c t iv e  in  
town a f f a i r s .  When the town o f  C a la is  was in co rp o ra te d  in  1809,
George F. T a lb o t, James Shepherd Pike (P ortla n d ,
1 8 85 ), p . 7 .
W illiam  p ike was e le c te d  selectm an and proved h im se lf an able 
and a c t iv e  o f f i c e r .  In a d d it io n  to  o th er p u b lic  o f f i c e s  he 
was on the sch o o l committee in  1810 and was in strum enta l in  
e s ta b lis h in g  the f i r s t  f r e e  p u b lic  sch oo l in  C a la is . He was 
a c c id e n ta lly  drowned in  S t. Andrews Bay on J u ly  1 , 1818, when 
he f e l l  overboard  on h is  way to  E a stp ort to  c e le b r a te  the r e s ­
to r a t io n  o f  the is la n d  by the B r i t is h .  He l e f t  l i t t l e  p rop erty , 
and h is  w ife , by hard work a lo n e , managed to  rea r  and educate 
the fo u r  ch ild re n  l e f t  in  her c a re . She was an adm irable woman, 
and brought up the boys very  w e ll .
The ch ild r e n  o f  W illiam  and Hannah (Shepherd) Pike 
were James Shepherd, born September 11 , 1811, who became a 
b r i l l i a n t  jo u r n a lis t  and was M in ister  to  the Hague; Edgar, a 
graduate o f  Bowdoin, who d ied  at the beg in n in g  o f  a prom ising  
ca reer  as a lawyer in  L ou is ia n a ; C harles E .,  a lawyer o f  Machias 
and B oston , member o f  the le g is la t u r e s  o f  Maine and M assachusetts, 
and s o l i c i t o r  o f  the Washington In te rn a l Revenue Bureau; and 
F red erick  Augustus, born in  C a la is  on December 9, 1817.
F red er ick  attended Washington Academy in  East Machias, 
o fte n  w alking home at v a ca t io n  tim es because h is  mother d id  not 
have much money; h is  b ro th er  James gave him what f in a n c ia l  help 
he was able t o  a f fo r d .  F red erick  attended Bowdoin C o lleg e  fo r  
two y e a rs , and then stud ied  law w ith  the Honorable Joseph Granger 
o f  C a la is . While he was studying law , he taught sch oo l in  order 
to  earn  money. In 1840 at tw enty-tw o years o f  age, F red erick  
Pike was adm itted to  the bar and began a b r i l l i a n t  and su ccess -
f u l  ca reer  as a lawyer in  C a la is .
Mary Green must have had grea t adm iration  f o r  the 
mother o f  the fo u r  b oy s , whose n a tu ra l a b i l i t i e s  were fo s te r e d  
and g u ild ed  by one who was d ev o ted , s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  and cou r­
ageous. No doubt everyone in  C a la is  had an in te r e s t  in  the 
ca re e rs  o f  the fou r  young men, and had n oth in g  but re sp ect  and 
p ra ise  f o r  Hannah (Shepherd) P ik e .
James and F red erick  p ik e  were a c t iv e  in  C a la is  a f fa ir s  
—p o l i t i c a l ,  f in a n c ia l ,  and c u lt u r a l .  They always took  a strong 
in te r e s t  in  the growth o f  the C a la is  l ib r a r y  and supported i t  
w ith  g i f t s  o f  money, book s, and fu r n is h in g s . Mary must have 
viewed t h is  in te r e s t  w ith  ap p rova l, f o r  she h e r s e l f  was an 
ardent reader and was anxious to  a id  and educate those le s s  
fo r tu n a te ly  s itu a te d  than she. M oreover, F red er ick  was a lso  
s t ir r e d  by the same a n t i-s la v e r y  f e e l in g s  which f i l l e d  M ary's 
b re a s t . In him she found a con g en ia l companion and a worthy 
o b je c t  f o r  her adm iration .
In 1846, when Mary Green was tw en ty -on e , she was 
m arried to  F red erick  Pike in  C a la is . A fte r  t h e ir  m arriage the 
P ikes remained in  C a la is , where they m aintained a home a l l  th e ir  
l i v e s ,  even during F r e d e r ic k 's  terms in  the Maine le g is la t u r e  
and in  C ongress.
Mrs. pike con tinu ed  her works o f  c h a r ity , and was 
encouraged in  her a n t i-s la v e r y  view s by her husband. She s t i l l  
found time f o r  ex ten s iv e  rea d in g , in  sp ite  o f  the fa c t  that she 
d id  some e n te r ta in in g  f o r  her own and her husband 's f r ie n d s .  
Although the P ikes never had any c h ild r e n  o f  t h e ir  own, they
adopted l i t t l e  t e n -y e a r -o ld  Mary S tearn s, whose fa th e r ,  Henry 
C lark S tearn s, was a cou s in  o f  Mrs. P ik e . F red erick  and Mary 
Pike c a l le d  the l i t t l e  g i r l  ''May,'1 and she c a l le d  then "Uncle 
Fred" and "Aunt M ary."
S h ortly  a f t e r  her m arriage, Mrs. Pike v i s i t e d  a 
r e la t iv e  in  the South, where she made a d i r e c t  ob serv a tion  
o f  s la v e ry . She must have seen and sensed the charm o f  South­
ern  p la n ta t io n  l i f e ,  but she was not c a r r ie d  away w ith  the 
glamor o f  i t .  Mint ju le p s  had no e f f e c t  on her a b o l i t io n  
a r d o r 1^3 Although the s la v e s  were w e ll t re a te d  on the p la n ta ­
t io n  which she v i s i t e d ,  she had the op p ortu n ity  o f  observ in g  
m istrea ted  s la v es  on nearby p la n ta t io n s . No doubt she made 
n otes  and jo t t in g s  on much th a t she saw and heard . The abuses 
she observed  made a deep im pression  upon h e r , and her a n t i­
s la v ery  view s were fu r th e r  strengthened by t h is  v i s i t  to  the 
South. In her "P re fa ce "  t o  Ida  May, Mrs. Pike s ta te s :
T h is s t o r y , which em bodies the id e a s  and im pres­
s ion s  r e ce iv e d  by the w r it e r , during a re s id en ce  in  
the South, i s  g iven  to  the p u b l ic ,  in  the b e l i e f  that 
i t  w i l l  be re cog n ized  and a ccep ted  as a true p ic tu re  
o f  th at phase o f  s o c ia l  l i f e  which i t  r e p re s e n ts .
She r e a l iz e d  th at the scenes which she saw were p e r ­
haps on ly  a sample o f  what occu rred  on v a r io u s  o th er p la n ta ­
t io n s  in  the South. In the "P re fa ce "  she co n tin u e s :
In  the v a r iou s  com binations o f  s o c ie ty  e x is t in g  
in  the s la ve  S ta te s , there may be b r ig h te r , and there 
c e r t a in ly  are darker scen es , than are here d e p i c t e d . . . .
I f  Mrs. Pike d id  n ot see the darkest or the b r ig h te s t  
side o f  the s la v e ry  system in  the South, she saw enough to
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g iv e  her ample fo o d  f o r  thought upon her retu rn  to  the North, 
where Northern th in k ers  and w r ite r s  were becoming more and 
more concerned and p reoccu p ied  w ith  the s u b je c t  o f  a b o l i t io n ­
ism . Unlike some o f  the N orth erners, Mrs. Pike was not a 
‘'p a r lo r  a b o l i t i o n i s t " ;  she had strengthened her view s on 
s la v ery  by a c lo s e  ob se rv a tion  o f  the system at work in  the 
South.
Meanwhile the town o f  C a la is  and the ca reer  o f  
F red erick  p ike were m utually  p r o g r e s s in g . In  1850 C a la is  
became a c i t y ,  and in  1851 F red erick  was p re s id e n t  o f  the com­
mon c o u n c i l .  In 1852 he was e le c te d  mayor o f  C a la is . His 
f in a n c ia l  s ta tu s  had improved through h is  wide and lu c r a t iv e  
law p r a c t i c e ,  and some o f  h is  money was in v e s te d  in  tim ber 
lands and in  New Brunswick and Maine r a i lr o a d  com panies. He 
was becoming more g e n e ra lly  re cog n ized  as an outstanding  mem­
ber o f  the Whig p a rty  in  C a la is  and in  W ashington County.
The a n t i-s la v e r y  view s o f  Mrs. Pike were encouraged 
not on ly  by her husband, but a ls o  by her b r o th e r - in -la w  James 
Shepherd P ik e , an e n th u s ia s t ic  a n t i-s la v e r y  su p p orter . Having 
served fo r  a time on the Boston C ou r ie r , James was in v ite d  by 
Horace G reeley  in  1850 to  become a re g u la r  corresponden t o f  
the New York T ribu n e. The in v i t a t io n  o f  G ree ley , which began 
in  the fo llo w in g  manner, must have p lea sed  the fa n cy  o f  James 
P ik e , who h im se lf wrote in  a b r i l l i a n t  but o ften tim es  uncon­
v e n tio n a l manner:
Dear S i r : - - W i l l  you w rite  me some l e t t e r s ?  You are 
w r it in g  such abominably bad ones fo r  the Boston Courier^
that I  fan cy  you are p u tt in g  a l l  your unreason in to  th ese , 
and can g iv e  me some o f  the pure ju i c e .  T ry .34
From 1850 to  1860 James Pike was Washington c o r r e s ­
pondent and a s s o c ia te  e d it o r  o f  the T ribu n e. He was an able 
and a gg ress iv e  w r it e r , and expressed  h is  view s on s la v ery  in  
a manner which would have p leased  h is  p ro g re ss iv e  and l i b e r a l  
an cestor  Robert P ik e . His l e t t e r s  from Vifashington were v iv id  
d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  the c a p i t a l  during the decade p reced in g  the 
C iv i l  War.
H arriet Beecher S tow e 's  Uncle Tom' s Cabin, which 
f i r s t  appeared p e r io d ic a l ly  in  1851-1852 in  The N ational Era, 
a weekly paper p u b lish ed  in  W ashington, s ta rted  a stream o f  
c o n tr o v e r s ia l  w r it in g  between the p r o -s la v e r y  and a n t i-s la v e r y  
fa c t io n s  o f  the North and South. Uncle Tom's Cabin, tog e th er  
w ith  the a n t i-s la v e r y  poems and w r it in g s  o f  W h itt ie r  and o f  
o th er Northern w r it e r s , suggested to  Mrs. Pike a means by 
which she might help  to  fu r th e r  the cause which she supported . 
She th e re fo re  began work on an a n t i-s la v e r y  n o v e l.
T a lb o t , 0£ . c i t . ,  p . 16.
CHAPTER IV THE PRODUCTIVE PERIOD (1854-1858)
Ida May, C a ste , Agnes
A fte r  her re tu rn  from  the South Mrs. Pike had a new 
in te r e s t  to  which she devoted  h e r s e l f  w ith  z e a l .  While s t i l l  
tak in g  charge o f  her household  and her adopted daughter, and 
w hile s t i l l  e n te r ta in in g  and engaging in  church  a f f a i r s ,  she 
was a ls o  busy on the m anuscript o f  her f i r s t  n o v e l, Ida May:
A S tory  o f  Things A ctual and P o s s ib le , which appeared in  1854 
under the pseudonym o f  Mary Langdon. I t  was pu b lish ed  by 
P h i l l i p s ,  Sampson and Company o f  B oston .
Announcements o f  the forth com in g  p u b lic a t io n  o f  Ida 
May were read w ith  keen a n t ic ip a t io n . On November 18, 1854, 
the N ational A n ti-S la v ery  Standard sta ted  th at the p u b lic a ­
t io n  o f  Ida May had been postponed from  November 15 to  Novem­
ber 22 in  order that a second e d i t io n  might be ready b e fo re  
the f i r s t  appeared, s in ce  there were so many advance ord ers  
f o r  the book . When the n ov e l f i n a l l y  d id  appear, 60 ,000  co p ie s  
were so ld  in  e ig h teen  months.^® Undoubtedly Ida May d eriv ed  
some o f  i t s  p o p u la r ity  from  the fu ro re  caused by Uncle Tom1s 
C abin.
Although i t  was known th at the n o v e l appeared under 
a pseudonym, the id e n t i t y  o f  the author was n ot known. Every- 
35
D ict io n a ry  o f  American B iography, XIV, 597.
one who read the book was anxious to  d is c o v e r  who had w r itten  
i t .  The Boston newspapers were much in te r e s te d  in  the id e n t ity  
o f  Mary Langdon. The Boston Evening G a zette , January 6 , 1855, 
s ta ted  th at i t  was understood  that the "au th oress  o f  the new 
work e n t it le d  Ida May. . . i s  Mrs. Mary Hayden Green P ik e , a 
young and b e a u t ifu l  widow o f  C a la is , M aine." Although the 
author was n ot a widow and was not b e a u t i fu l ,  the remainder 
o f  the co n je c tu re  was c o r r e c t .
The id e n t it y  o f  Mary Langdon, however, was not y e t  
p roved . Among o th ers  guessed to  have w r itte n  Ida May were 
Mrs. Stowe and Mrs. Mary Ide T orrey , widow o f  C harles T.
T o r r e y . ^6 j n the Boston A tlas o f  January 2 , 1855, appeared 
a statem ent o f  Mrs. T orrey , in  which she d isc la im e d  the honor 
o f  the authorship  o f  Ida  May.
Mrs. Pike and her husband must have viewed w ith  g r a t i ­
f i c a t i o n  the p o p u la r ity  o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  n o v e l. On January 8 ,
1855, the t h i r t y - f i v e  thousandth copy  o f  the n ov e l was ready, 
and agents were wanted to  s e l l  the book throughout the cou n try .
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Charles Turner Torrey (1 8 1 3 -1 8 4 6 ), a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  
was born in  S c itu a te , M assachu setts. He attended P h i l l ip s  
Academy, graduated from  Yale in  1833, and a fte r  a p e r io d  at 
Andover T h e o lo g ica l Seminary, com pleted h is  t h e o lo g ic a l  t r a in ­
in g  under the Reverend Jacob Id e , whose daughter he m arried on 
March 29 , 1837. His a n t i-s la v e r y  a c t i v i t i e s  in  Baltim ore caused 
him to  be a rre s te d , and he was sentenced to  hard la b o r  f o r  s ix  
years in  the Maryland State P e n ite n t ia ry . His mind gave way In 
j a i l ,  and tu b e r c u lo s is  caused h is  d ea th . His body was brought 
to  Boston and was honored as that o f  a m artyr t o  the a n t i-s la v e r y  
ca u se .
Further ev iden ce  o f  the p o p u la r ity  o f  Mrs. P ik e ’ s book was 
i t s  d ra m a tiza tion . On January 27, 1855, the Boston Saturday 
Evening G azette announced the forth com ing  dram atiza tion  o f  
Ida May by J . B. Howe. The tw o -a ct  p la y  was f i r s t  mentioned 
in  b i l l s  o f  the N ation a l T h eater, B oston , on February 2, 1855.37 
Mrs. P ik e ’ s re lu c ta n ce  t o  p u b lis h  the n ov e l under 
her own name may have been p a r t ly  due to  the p o l i t i c a l  a sp ira ­
t io n s  o f  her husband, who in  1854 was the can d idate  o f  the 
p ro g re ss iv e  Whigs f o r  nom ination to  C ongress. The p u b l i c i t y  
which Mrs. P ik e ’ s n ov e l r e ce iv e d  as a r e s u lt  o f  i t s  p u b lic a t io n  
under a penname c e r t a in ly  d id  n ot d e tr a c t  from  the p o p u la r ity  
or the sa le  o f  Ida May.
The C a la is  and E astport newspapers were a ls o  very  
much in te r e s te d  in  the I d e n t ity  o f  the author o f  the popu lar 
n o v e l. On January 3, 1855, the E astport S e n t in e l, quoting  
from the P ortlan d  In q u ire r , s ta ted  that 11 . . . t h e  author o f  Ida 
May i s  the widow o f  the la t e  lamented T orrey— the h e r o ic  T orrey, 
who d ie d  in  p r is o n , the v ic t im  and m artyr t o  s la v e r y .” When 
Mrs. Torrey den ied  the authorship  o f  the n o v e l, the S e n t in e l, 
la t e r  in  the month, a sserted  th at Mrs. Pike was the author.
Just how the name o f  the author was d e f in i t e ly  a sce r ­
ta in ed  i s  not known, but there i s  an in te r e s t in g  s to ry  in  C a la is
that one day when Mrs. P ike was e n te r ta in in g  fr ie n d s  who were
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In a l e t t e r  o f  Mrs. C ord e lia  MacDonald dated March
10, 1937, Mrs. MacDonald r e c a l l s  having p la y ed  the t i t l e  r o le
in  a dram atized v e rs io n  o f  Ida  May. She a ls o  remembers having 
appeared in  Uncle Tom’ s Cabin, The L am pligh ter, and Hawthorne’ s 
The S ca r le t  l e t t e r .
THE "IDA MAY" HOUSE 
278 Main S tr e e t , C a la is
d is cu s s in g  Ida May, her l i t t l e  adopted daughter ran in to  the 
room, and a fte r  l i s t e n in g  to  the co n v e rsa tio n  f o r  a tim e, 
excla im ed , "Oh, t h a t 's  the l i t t l e  g i r l  Aunt Mary used to  t e l l  
Uncle Fred about la s t  w in te r l" 38 C h ild ren  observe and remember 
more than we th in k .
When the news spread th at the charming and g ra c io u s  
Mrs. Pike was the author o f  Ida May, a l l  C a la is  was swept w ith  
a warm wave o f  d e l ig h t .  Mrs. P ik e 's  fa m ily  was ju s t ly  proud 
o f  the fame which she had brought to  them and to  the c i t y .
Many ch ild re n  born in  the v i c in i t y ,  and indeed throughout the 
N orth east, at th at time were named f o r  the sweet h ero in e  o f  
Mrs. P ik e 's  f i r s t  n o v e l.
The money which Mrs. Pike earned from  the sa le  o f  
her n ov e l was used t o  b u ild  the ifIda May” house (now 278 Main 
S tr e e t , in  C a la is ) ,  a la rg e  green house w ith  a t t r a c t iv e  grounds. 
Here the P ikes l iv e d  f o r  some y e a rs , and here Mrs. Pike began 
the w r it in g  o f  her second n o v e l, a s to ry  which d e a lt  w ith  the 
in ju s t i c e  o f  r a c ia l  in e q u a l it y .  F re d e r ick , meanwhile, was 
ca rry in g  on h is  s u cce s s fu l law p r a c t ic e  and b id in g  h is  time 
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  appointm ents a f te r  h is  l o s s  o f  the Whig nomina­
t io n  in  1854.
Mrs. P ik e 's  second n o v e l, C a ste : A S tory  o f  R epu b li­
can E q u a lity , p u b lish ed  by P h i l l i p s ,  Sampson and Company, 
appeared in  1856. I t  was p u b lish ed  under a new penname o f  
Sydney A. S tory , J r . ,  her f i r s t  pseudonym having caused the
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Anecdote r e la te d  by M iss Josephine Moore, C a la is ,
Maine.
gen era l p u b lic  to  con fu se  her w ith  the w r ite r  o f  a song, "Ida  
May," which was p u b lish ed  about the same time as Mrs. P ik e ’ s 
f i r s t  popu lar n o v e l .39 While o f  as much l i t e r a r y  value as 
her f i r s t  n o v e l, Caste was by no means so p op u la r .
There appear to  be sev era l reason s why Caste was 
not so w e ll r e ce iv e d  as Ida  May. I t  was p u b lish ed  two years 
a fte r  Ida May at a time when the hubbub caused by Uncle Tom1s 
Cabin had somewhat d ied  down. Although the sentim ental n ov e l 
was s t i l l  in  vogue, the theme o f  Caste was perhaps not so accep t 
able as th at o f  Mrs. P ik e ’ s f i r s t  n o v e l. Whereas a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
and those who held  a n t i-s la v e r y  view s re cog n ized  the e v i l s  o f  
s la very  and were anxious to  do away w ith  them, the a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  by more r a d ic a l  means, there were many o f  them who would 
not support a b so lu te  e q u a lity  between w hites and b la ck s . At 
the c lo s e  o f  C aste , the h e ro , a white man, m arries the h e ro in e , 
the daughter o f  a quadroon, r e a l iz in g  th at he and h is  ch ild re n  
w i l l  be s o c ia l  o u tc a s ts . Such an arrangement would not be 
o v e r ly  agreeable  even to  a n t i-s la v e r y  N orth ern ers. To fr e e  the 
slave was one m atter , but to  marry the fre e d  slave  was qu ite  
another 1
Mrs. P ik e 's  h igh  p o s it io n  among women w r ite rs  o f  the 
1850 's  was, however, re cog n ized  in  l i t e r a r y  c i r c l e s .  In Novem­
b e r , 1857, appeared the f i r s t  issu e  o f  the A t la n t ic  M onthly, a 
new magazine devoted  to  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t ,  and p o l i t i c s .  Among
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the l i t e r a r y  person s l i s t e d  as in te r e s te d  in  the e n te rp r ise  
were Mrs. P ik e , H arriet Beecher Stowe, Rose T erry , and Mrs. 
G ask ell, a l l  prom inent women w r ite r s  o f  the p e r io d . I t  does 
not appear, however, that Mary Pike wrote any s t o r ie s  fo r  the 
A t la n t ic  M onthly.
In sp ite  o f  the f a c t  th a t Caste was n ot so popu lar 
as her f i r s t  n o v e l, Mrs. P ike now undertook  the w r it in g  o f  
her th ird  work. She s h if t e d  the scene o f  her n o v e l, Agnes, 
to  the American R ev o lu tio n . In  a l e t t e r  o f  F red erick  Pike to  
M. D. P h i l l i p s ,  p u b lis h e r , we le a rn  th at Mr. P h i l l ip s  was e v i ­
d e n tly  re lu c ta n t  to  p u b lis h  Mrs. p ik e ’ s th ird  n o v e l, a lthough 
he had p re v io u s ly  agreed to  do so . Mr. Pike does not name the 
n ov e l in  h is  l e t t e r  dated June 21, 1857j i t  i s  d o u b t fu l, how­
e v e r , that Mrs. p ike  had a m anuscript which was never p u b lish ed . 
P ortion s  o f  Mr. p ik e 's  l e t t e r  are quoted below :
The m erca n tile  blunder o f  the la s t  p u b lic a t io n  
[ C aste] was f r e e ly  commented upon by a l l  in te r e s te d  
b e fo re  any ou tla y  was made.
How much was made by one book [ Ida May] or l o s t  by 
the other [ C aste] has never been a s u b je c t  o f  in q u iry  
by e ith e r  o f  u s . . . .
Should you th in k  the p rese n t m anuscript would not 
pay* you need have no d e l ic a c y  or  h e s it a t io n  in  saying 
so . In that case i t  w i l l  not be p u b lish ed  u n less some 
re s p e c ta b le  b o o k s e lle r  comes to  a d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n . . . . ^
E v id en tly  Mr. P h i l l ip s  overcame h is  re lu c ta n ce  to  p u b lish
the n o v e l, and Agnes appeared in  1858. I t  was the th ir d  and
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la s t  o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  n o v e ls . In  a note at the end o f  Agnes,
Mrs. Pike m entions a s to ry  which she had w ritte n  some time 
e a r l i e r  f o r  the P h ila d e lp h ia  new spapers, but no tra ce  o f  the 
s to ry  has been found.
Although Mrs. Pike gave up w r it in g  n o v e ls , she 
n e v e r th e le ss  had many in t e r e s t s .  She took  up s t i l l  l i f e  and 
landscape p a in tin g  and became a p le a s in g  amateur p a in te r .
She found no la ck  o f  s u b je c ts  f o r  p a in tin g  in  the b e a u t ifu l  
surroundings o f  C a la is . She was always a c t iv e  s o c ia l l y  and 
p h i1an th rop ic  a l l y .
Mrs. Pike was much fa s c in a te d  by the p o l i t i c a l  scene, 
and when F red erick  began h is  p o l i t i c a l  ca re e r  as R epu blican  
re p re s e n ta t iv e  from  Washington County in  the Maine le g is la t u r e  
in  1858 and f o r  two su ccess iv e  term s, she shared h is  ca r e e r , 
as much as she was a b le , w ith  enthusiasm  and in t e r e s t .
FREDERICK AUGUSTUS PIKE 
1817-1886
mary hayden green p ike 
1824-1908
CHAPTER V LATER YEARS (1859-1908)
Prom 1858, w ith  the beginn in g  o f  F red erick  P ik e 's  
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r , through 1869 the p ik es  spent th e ir  w in ters 
in  Augusta, W ashington, and B a ltim ore , and the rem aining 
time at t h e ir  home in  C a la is .
In 1860 F red erick  was Speaker o f  the Maine House} 
in  1861 he was e le c t e d  as R epublican  re p re se n ta tiv e  to  Con­
g r e s s , and served fo u r  su ccess iv e  terras from  March 4 , 1861, 
t o  March 3 , 1869. He was in  attendance at the im portant 37th , 
38th , 39th , and 40th  C ongresses during the C iv i l  War years 
and the p e r io d  o f  r e c o n s tr u c t io n . He served f o r  s ix  years as 
chairman o f  the naval com m ittee. In February, 1862, he d e l i v ­
ered  h is  f i r s t  speech in  C ongress. The main te x t  o f  t h is  
speech , in  support o f  P res id en t L in co ln , was, ” Tax, f i g h t ,  
and em an cip ate .”
Even du rin g  the war y ea rs , W ashington was the scene 
o f  a sp ark lin g  sodal l i f e  in  which the P ikes n a tu ra lly  p a r t i c i ­
p a ted . They were fr ie n d s  o f  the Hamlins and B la in es , who fu r ­
th er encouraged Mrs. P ik e 's  a n t i-s la v e r y  v iew s . W illiam  H. 
Barnes in  h is  account o f  the F o r t ie th  Congress re v e a ls  the 
f a c t  that Mrs. P ik e 's  g ra c io u s  p e r s o n a lity  was fa v o ra b ly  
re ce iv e d  in  Washington s o c ie t y .
[The w ife  o f  F red erick  A. Pike i s ]  a la d y  o f  rare 
endowments o f  h eart and mind. A fte r  the exp erien ce  o f
a w in ter in  tiie South., she wrote "Ida  May” and 3ome 
other n o v e ls , which were r e ce iv e d  by the p u b lic  w ith  
g reat fa v o r .  Her m ental a c t iv i t y  and acquirem ents have 
been c h ie f l y  d isp la y e d , however, in  a ra re  con versa ­
t io n a l  t a le n t ,  which makes her the charm o f  the s o c ia l  
c i r c l e .41
Although no papers o f  le g a l  adoption  have been
found, when the P ikes went to  Washington Mary Stearns accom-
42panied them as t h e ir  daugh ter. She addressed F red erick  and 
Mary as " fa t h e r ” and "m oth er."
Mrs. Pike was in  Washington in  1862 when her b ro th er , 
Captain Thomas Hayden Green was th e re , w ith  the s t a f f  o f  Gen­
e r a l  Henry P r in c e 's  army, aw aiting ord ers  t o  jo in  the Western 
army. She en joyed  be in g  w ith  Thomas, whom she admired and 
d e a r ly  lo v e d . How proud she must have been o f  t h is  young man, 
her on ly  b ro th e r , who was f ig h t in g  fo r  the cause which meant 
so much to  h e r l Yet she must have been anxious fo r  him, as 
were those who prayed f o r  him at home— h is  m other, h is  fa th e r , 
and h is  sw eetheart, the s i s t e r  o f  George K ing, who la t e r  pur­
chased the "Id a  May" house in  C a la is .
On August 9 , 1862, Captain Thomas H. Green was k i l l e d  
in  a c t io n  in  the b a t t le  o f  Cedar Mountain w hile  attem pting to  
rescu e  General P r in ce , who had been taken p r is o n e r . In a l e t t e r  
to  Charles B. Hayden, her co u s in , Mrs. Pike e n c lo se d  a memorial - 
to  her b ro th e r . Although i t  may have been in ten ded  f o r  the Bow-
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L ette r  from  Mrs. Herman I .  Thomsen o f  B altim ore , 
Maryland, March 15, 1947.
d oin  C o lleg e  p r e s s , i t  was never p u b lish ed . A p o r t io n , ch a r­
a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  sen tim en ta l, i s  quoted below :
But when the bereaved h eart asked w ith  ir r e p r e s s ib le  
b it te r n e s s  what d id  he f o r  the proud b e a u t i fu l  f la g  worthy 
o f  so much lo s s  and s u f fe r in g , th ere  comes the whisper o f  
C h ris tia n  f a i t h ,  saying that no dead ly  m is s i le  speeds i t s  
way in  the m idst o f  b a t t le  unguided by the w i l l  o f  Him 
w ith whom are the hours o f  l i f e  and death  and that a man 
has learn ed  l i f e ' s  le s so n  w e ll when he can dare to  d ie  in  
obed ien ce to  d u ty .43
Prom 1861 to  1866 w hile  F red erick  was in  W ashington, 
James Pike was United S ta tes  M in ister t o  the N etherlands. 
Although he was ab le  to  a ct  e f f e c t i v e l y  at the Hague, James 
m issed be in g  at home, and was g r e a t ly  concerned  w ith  the p rog ­
re s s  o f  the war between the North and South. S ince h is  m in is ­
t e r ia l  d u t ie s  were l i g h t ,  he spent some time t r a v e l l in g  in  
England and on the C on tinen t. In England he saw Dickens and 
v is i t e d  C a rly le  and Tennyson, whom he commented upon in  h is  
d ia r y - jo u r n a l . He en joyed  stim u la tin g  d is c u s s io n s  w ith Car­
l y l e ,  who h eld  d i f f e r in g  view s on the su b je c t  o f  s la v e ry ; 
Tennyson he thought pompous, a f fe c t e d , and u n i n s p i r i n g . 4 4  Q n  
h is  retu rn  to  th is  cou ntry  in  1866, James purchased the o ld  
Brewer Tavern in  R obbin ston , Maine, which he used as a summer 
home. Here he l iv e d  w ith  h is  second w ife  and h is  daughter,
except f o r  o c c a s io n a l v i s i t s  bo the South. In  1872 he v is i t e d  
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L etter  dated  May 22, 1865, from  Mrs. Mary Hayden 
Green Pike t o  C harles B. Hayden con ta in in g  a memorial o f  her 
b r o th e r .
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South C a ro lin a  to  c o l l e c t  m a ter ia l f o r  h is  book A P rostra te  
S ta te ; South C aro lin a  under Negro Government, p u b lish ed  in  
1872, which p o in ted  out the e v i l s  o f  a government sponsored 
by the " ca rp e tb a g g e rs ."
On March 7 , 1867, E l i ja h  Dix Green, fa th e r  o f  Mary 
Hayden Green P ik e , d ie d  at h is  home in  C a la is . Mrs. Pike f e l t  
g r e a t ly  the lo s s  o f  so k in d ly  and lo v a b le  a fa th e r , whose 
g en tle  d is p o s it io n  had been her h e r ita g e . The community, t o o ,  
g r iev ed  at the p ass in g  o f  one o f  i t s  prom inent c i t i z e n s ,
A fte r  the com p letion  o f  Frederick* s la s t  term in  
Congress in  1871, Mr. and Mrs. Pike went to  Europe in  the com­
pany o f  G eneral Robert Schenck, who had been appointed  m in is te r  
to  England. The group p rob a b ly  went over in  May. The P ikes 
were about n ine months in  Europe, during  which time F red erick  
e f fe c t e d  f o r  h im se lf and h is  a s s o c ia te s  the purchase o f  the New 
Brunswick and Canada Railway p ro p e r ty . While in  Europe the P ikes 
spent some time in  I t a ly ,  which Mrs. P ike l ik e d  very  much. In
Rome she saw the Pope, a lthough she d id  not have an audience 
45w ith him. We do n ot know a l l  the p la c e s  which Mr. and Mrs.
Pike v i s i t e d ,  but an in te r e s t in g  s t o r y , though not v e r i f i e d ,  
i s  th at Mrs. P ik e , w hile in  C on sta n tin o p le , aided General Lew 
W allace in  c o l l e c t in g  m a te r ia l f o r  h is  popu lar n o v e l, Ben Hur:
A Tale o f  C h r is t , p u b lish ed  in  1880.
 u ----------
In form ation  con cern in g  Mrs. P ik e ’ s European t r ip  
was ob ta in ed  c h ie f l y  from  l e t t e r s  o f  Mrs. Kate Oudesluys and 
Mrs. Herman I . Thomsen.
One can im agine the s t o r ie s  and a r t i c l e s  brought 
home by Mrs. Pike from  Europe w ith  which to  e n te r ta in  and 
d e lig h t  her fr ie n d s  and r e la t iv e s .  Some o f  th e ir  European 
purchases were perhaps used by the P ikes to  ornament th e ir  
new home, "T h o r n c r o ft ,11 a b e a u t ifu l  and sp aciou s house at 
what i s  now 293 Main S tre e t  in  C a la is .
Prom 1875 to  1885 the p ik e s  l iv e d  in  C a la is , u su a lly  
spending t h e ir  w in ters in  F lo r id a  or  in  the South. The Pike 
e s ta te  was one o f  the most b e a u t i fu l ,  i f  n ot the most b e a u t i­
f u l ,  in  C a la is . F ive a cres  o f  lawn, g ro v e , and hedge, w ith  
g ra p e r ie s , o rch a rd s , and gardens, surrounded the la rg e  square 
brown hou se. Fine elm tre e s  alm ost h id  the house from view , 
w hile hothouses and flo w e r  beds were on every  s id e .  The 
entrance to  the grounds, lin e d  w ith  t a l l  t r e e s ,  was a gateway 
in  im ita t io n  o f  that o f  a French chateau . Spacious grounds 
conveyed the f e e l in g  o f  ease and retirem en t which the P ikes 
en joy ed . F red erick  was p a r t ic u la r ly  proud o f  the g ra p e r ie s , 
and Mary used to  p a in t c lu s t e r s  o f  grapes f o r  him.
Mrs. P ik e , now in  her e a r ly  f i f t i e s ,  was d escr ib ed
as an unusual woman, unusual to  lo o k  a t ,  f in e  in  stren gth  o f
46fe a tu r e s , and l i v e l y  in  e x p re ss io n . Although she was o f  a 
ser iou s  n a tu re , she had a keen sense o f  humor. She f u l l y  
a p p recia ted  a jo k e , many o f  which her s i s t e r  p ro v id e d . She 
was, n e v e r th e le s s , somewhat o f  a dream er. D eeply r e l ig i o u s ,
 u ----------
1 L etter  from  Mrs. A l b i o n  H. E aton , P ortla n d , Maine,
A u g u s t  12, 1934.
“THORNCROFT"
293 Main S tr e e t , C a la is
s t i l l  she had a broad o u tlo o k  on l i f e .  She was always d escr ib ed  
as an extrem ely  in te r e s t in g  c o n v e r s a t io n a lis t .  W riting  and 
speaking f lu e n t ly  were e f f o r t l e s s  f o r  h er .
At T h orn cro ft  Mrs. p ike gave frequ en t re ce p t io n s  
fo r  her famous husband, o f  whom she was ju s t ly  proud . These
g ath erin g s f o r  her husband were d e l ig h t fu l  t r ib u t e s  to  h is
g e n e ra lly  re cog n ized  a b i l i t y  and s o c ia l  p o p u la r ity . Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Pike were fond  o f  p eop le  and in te r e s te d  in  the w e lfa re  
o f  those le s s  fo r tu n a te ly  s itu a te d  than th ey . In  1875 Mrs.
Pike was second d ir e c t r e s s  o f  the L a d ies ' Benevolent S o c ie ty  
o f  C a la i s .^
Mrs. P ik e 's  home was u su a lly  f i l l e d  w ith  r e la t iv e s
and f r ie n d s ,  o f  whom there were many, both  her own and her
h u sban d 's . As a ru le  she en te rta in ed  in  a sim ple but e leg a n t 
manner. Perhaps there were o th er servan ts b e s id e s  the S cotch  
cook , who was w ith the fa m ily  f o r  many years and who was f i n ­
a l ly  b u ried  in  the p ike fa m ily  l o t .  S u rely  there was as much 
lo y a lt y  and d e v o t io n  in  a w e ll -t r e a te d  Northern servant as in  
a Southern s la v e .
F red erick  was a c t iv e  in  h is  many b u sin ess  a f fa i r s  
and in  p o l i t i c s .  He owned tim ber lands in  P erry , Maine, and 
at other p o in ts  a long the S t . C roix  R iv e r ; he h e ld  s to ck  in  
the European and North American R a ilroa d  and in  some F lo r id a  
and Western l i n e s .  He was p r in c ip a l  owner o f  the C a la is  gas 
works, e s ta b lish e d  in  the la t e  s e v e n t ie s ; p a rt  owner o f  the
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Red Beach G ranite Works, e s ta b lis h e d  in  1876; and p r in c ip a l  
owner o f  the Red Beach p la s te r  m i l l .
In  p o l i t i c s  F red er ick  was f o r  a time se v e re ly  cen ­
sured by h is  p a r ty , which he l e f t  in  1872 to  run as a "G reeley  
Democrat" f o r  C ongress. He was d e fe a te d , and returned to  the 
R epublican  f o ld  du rin g  the "Greenback" movement o f  1878. While 
h is  "d e s e r t io n "  o f  the p a rty  may have been c r i t i c i z e d  by i t s  
members, F red erick  was, n e v e r th e le s s , c o n s is te n t  in  h is  sup­
p o r t  o f  the econom ic p o l i c y  which many R epublicans abandoned 
during G ra n t 's  a d m in is tra tio n . In 1876, supported by both  
Democrats and R epu b lican s, he was nominated and e le c te d  to  the 
Maine le g is la t u r e .  In 1877 he was again in  the Maine l e g i s l a ­
ture .
F red er ick , l ik e  h is  b roth er James, lov ed  h is  n a tiv e  
town and i t s  p le a s in g  scen ery . I t  i s  n ot d i f f i c u l t  to  imagine 
the gay fa m ily  p a r t ie s  that were h e ld  both  in  C a la is  and at 
James* home in  R obbin ston . The b ro th ers  both  l ik e d  to  have 
l i v e l y  p eop le  in  t h e ir  v i c i n i t y ,  and d o u b t le s s  t h e ir  p le a s in g  
p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,  in te r e s t in g  e x p e r ie n ce s , and h o s p ita b le  natures 
a ttra c te d  many g u ests  to  t h e ir  homes. The e ld e r  b roth er owned 
a yacht which was u s u a lly  at the d is p o s a l o f  fr ie n d s  and r e la ­
t iv e s .  Gay p a r t ie s  o f  which James and h is  fa m ily  were ready 
p a r t ic ip a n ts  made ex cu rs io n s  a long the S t . C roix  R iver and 
Passamaquoddy Bay. F red erick  f e l t  keen ly  the lo s s  o f  h is  
b ro th e r , who d ied  at C a la is  on November 24, 1882, w hile en 
route to  the South f o r  the w in ter months.
In 1883 F red erick  r e t ir e d  from a c t iv e  law bu sin ess 
and from p o l i t i c s .  He in te r e s te d  h im s e lf  in  gardening, in  
r a is in g  fow l and c a t t l e ,  and in  growing v a r iou s  v a r ie t ie s  o f  
g ra p es. He was a c t iv e  u n t i l  the time o f  h is  death , which 
occu rred  in  C a la is  on December 2 , 1886. O b itu a ries  o f  him in  
the E astport and C a la is  papers gave testim on y  to  the ex ten siv e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  the man and to  the h igh  regard  which h is  f in e  
q u a l i t ie s  m erited . At h is  death  F red erick  p ik e  l e f t  a co n s id ­
e ra b le  e s ta te  to  h is  w ife .
A fter  the death  o f  her husband, Mary P ik e , a lthough 
m aintain ing her C a la is  home, to  w hich she retu rn ed  r e g u la r ly  
each y ea r , l iv e d  f o r  nine years  w ith  her adopted daughter, Mrs. 
Morgan T a y lor , in  P la in f i e ld ,  New J e rse y . Here she b u sied  h er­
s e l f  w ith  church work and w ith  her p a in t in g .
Since the p u b lic a t io n  o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  n o v e ls , there 
had been an erron eou s id e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  her w ith  oth er w r ite r s . 
Mrs. E liz a b e th  p ik e , second w ife  o f  James S. P ik e , and Mary 
C arolin e  P ik e , daughter o f  the jo u r n a l is t  and n ie ce  o f  Mrs.
Mary P ik e , had both  co n tr ib u te d  to  H arper1s M agazine, and the 
three Pike women had p rob a b ly  been con tu sed . M iss Emily J o l ly ,  
an E n g lish  author, and Mrs. Frances West (A th erton ) p ik e , a 
Maine w r it e r , had a ls o  been con fu sed  w ith  the author o f  the 
a n t i-s la v e r y  n ov e l Ida May. ^  In 1889 Mrs. Mary P ik e , in  a 
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In the D ic t io n a ry  o f  American B iography, in  Apple- 
t o n s ' C yclopaed ia  o f  American B iograph y , and in  W illia m son 's  
B ib liog ra p h y  o f  the State thf Mfajne from the E a r l ie s t  P eriod  to
l e t t e r  to  the "N otes and Q ueries" s e c t io n  o f  a Boston news­
p a p e r ,49 d isc la im ed  the authorship  o f  a l l  save the three n ov e ls  
— Ida May, C a ste , and Agnes.
About 1895 M rs. Pike went to  S w itzerland  where she 
spent the summer at Davos P la tz  w ith  Mrs. Morgan T aylor and 
w ith Mrs. T a y lo r ’ s daughter E dith .
Upon Mrs. P ik e ’ s re tu rn  to  t h is  cou n try  in  1896, she 
l iv e d  w ith  her s i s t e r ,  Mrs. C harles Hart Smith, in  B a ltim ore . 
The two s i s t e r s  d id  work at the Chinese Sunday School o f  the
1891, Mary Hayden Green Pike i s  l i s t e d  as the author o f  three 
n o v e ls : Ida May, C a ste , and Agnes. In L e y p o ld t 's  American
Catalogue Mrs. Pike appears as the w r ite r  o f  three books fo r  
young p e o p le , Clim bing and S l id in g , S tr iv in g  and G ain ing, and 
Every Day, books which were w r itte n  by Mrs. Frances West ( Ather-  
ton ) P ik e , born  in  P ro sp e ct , Maine, in  1819, and la t e r  m arried 
to  the Reverend R ichard Pike o f  D orch ester , M assachusetts; in  
Cushing’ s I n i t i a l s  and Pseudonyms, Mary H. P ike i s  l i s t e d  as 
the w r ite r  o f  Clim bing and S l id in g , a book f o r  boys ; in  the 
D ic t io n a ry  o f  American Biography Mrs. P ike i s  sa id  to  be the 
author o f  th ree  books f o r  ju v e n ile s .  In A l l ib o n e ’ s C r i t i c a l  
D ic t ion a ry  o f  E n glish  L ite ra tu re  and B r i t is h  and American A uthors, 
she i s  l i s t e d ’ as the author o f  Caste and a number o f  o th er n ov e ls  
w r itte n  by a contem porary E n g lish  auth or, Miss Emily J o l ly ,  who 
a ls o  wrote a C aste , p u b lish ed  about the same time as Mrs. P ik e 's  
n o v e l, and whose subsequent n o v e ls  were in s c r ib e d  "By the author 
o f  C aste11; L e y p o ld t 's  American Catalogue g iv e s  p rop er c r e d it  to  
Miss J o l ly .  In W illiam son*'s b ib lio g ra p h y  o f  Maine w r it e r s , Mrs. 
Pike appears as the w r ite r  o f  a short s to ry  w r itte n  by Mrs. James 
Shepherd P ik e , and p u b lish ed  in  H arper' s Magazine in  November,
1858. In her note to  the B oston T ra n s c r ip t , p u b lish ed  January 
12, 1889, Mrs. Pike d en ies  the authorship  o f  a l l  n o v e ls  save 
Ida May, C a ste , and Agnes, and r e fe r s  the reader to  A pp leton ’ s 
C yclop a ed ia  o f  D istin gu ish ed  Am ericans, which a c c r e d it s  her w ith  
those three n o v e ls . In a note at the end o f  Agnes, Mrs. Pike 
( i n i t i a l s  "M. L ." )  m entions a t a le  which she wrote some years 
e a r l ie r  f o r  a P h ila d e lp h ia  newspaper, but no tra ce  o f  the s to ry  
has been foun d .
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PIKE MONUMENT AND FAMILY LOT 
C a la is , Maine
Eutaw P lace B a p tist  Church, which Mrs. Pike r e g u la r ly  attended . 
During these years she educated a young man, who la t e r  labored  
as a m iss ion a ry  in  China, h is  n a tiv e  lan d .
In  1904 Mrs. Smith d ie d , and Mrs. Pike spent the
r e s t  o f  her l i f e  at the home o f  Mrs. Sm ith’ s daughter, Mrs.
Kate Oudesluys, in  B a ltim ore . The la s t  years o f  her l i f e  
were passed  in  f a i l i n g  h ea lth  and re tire m en t.
At the age o f  e ig h ty -th re e  Mary Hayden Green Pike
d ied  at the home o f  her n ie ce  in  B altim ore on January 15,
1 9 0 8 .^  Severa l days la t e r  she was b u ried  in  C a la is  in  the 
Pike fa m ily  l o t .  An ob itu a ry  o f  Mrs. Pike ex p resses  the lo s s  
which the community f e l t  at her death?
A g rea t and good woman has passed from  among u s , 
le a v in g  to  r e la t iv e s  a la s t in g  memory o f  a wide lo v e ;  
to  f r ie n d s ,  the e f f e c t s  o f  a stron g  and enduring f r ie n d ­
sh ip ; to  the w orld the incom putable r e s u lt s  o f  a la rg e  
p h ila n th rop y ; and to  the church an in flu e n ce  that w i l l  
l i v e  through the en d less  ages.
The B a p tis t  church has l o s t  an honored , ch erish ed  
and lo y a l  member, and the community n ot hemmed in  by 
s ta te  l i n e s ,  mourns the departure o f  a cu ltu re d , gra ­
c io u s ,  C h ris tia n  woman.®2
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dea th  o f  Mary Hayden Green p ik e .
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Copied from  a newspaper c l ip p in g  in  the re co rd s  
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CHAPTER VI IDA MAY: A STORY OF THINGS ACTUAL AND POSSIBLE
I .
In the 1850 ' s when Emerson' s R ep resen ta ti ve Men, 
H awthorne's The S ca r le t  L e t te r , M e lv i l l e 's  Moby D ick , Thoreau 's 
Walden, Whitman's Leaves o f  G rass, and H olm es's The A utocrat o f  
the B reakfast Table appeared, fem inine n o v e l i s t s  were w r it in g  
sentim ental and m elodram atic s t o r ie s  which were g r e a t ly  admired 
by the common p e o p le . Of these n o v e l i s t s  H a rr ie t  Beecher Stowe 
was the most p op u la r , and her Uncle Tom's Cabin has become a 
c l a s s i c .  The decade 1850-1860 was marked by em otionalism  and 
r e l ig io u s  f e r v o r ,  and women w r ite rs  fe d  the em otions which 
were to  b la ze  out w ith  the p u b lic a t io n  o f  Mrs. S tow e's n o v e l.
In a d d it io n  the "fem inine f i f t i e s "  were p ru d ish ; rea lism  was 
ra ted  w ith  th in gs  vu lgar and u n re fin e d . Whitman and M e lv il le  
d id  n ot fa re  w e ll in  a decade when "Grace Greenwood" (Sarah J .
C. L ip p in c o t t ) ,  Mary Jane Holmes, Louise Chandler M oulton, Susan 
Warner, Maria S. Cummins, "Fanny F ern"(Sarah W il l is  P a rto n ), and
C  •X
C arolin e  Lee Hentz were " s c r ib b l in g , "  and when the combined 
sa le s  o f  t h e ir  books t o ta le d  in  e x ce ss  o f  500,000 c o p ie s  in  three 
y ea rs .
Maria Cummins' The L am plighter, p u b lish ed  in  1854 and 
damned by Hawthorne, was a romance showing the in flu e n ce  o f  Jane
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E yre, Wuthering H eigh ts, and. D ick ens. Fern Leaves from  Fanny1 s 
P o r t f o l i o  by Fanny Fern ( s i s t e r  o f  N athan iel Parker W il l is )  was 
a c o l l e c t i o n  made up o f  Mrs. P arton ’ s c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  many 
m agazines. Her b ro th er  cou ld  not see m erit in  her w r it in g s , 
but in  s p ite  o f  t h is  fa c t  the m ora liz in g  se n tim e n ta lity  o f  the 
book made i t  a b e s t - s e l l e r  a t the time o f  i t s  p u b lic a t io n  in  
1853. C aro lin e  Lee H entz’ s p r o -s la v e r y  n ov e l The P la n te r1s 
Northern B rid e , p u b lish ed  in  1854, p resen ted  the s la very  ques­
t io n  as viewed by a N orthern-born  woman who had spent most o f  
her la t e r  l i f e  in  the South. D esp ite  severe c r i t i c i s m ,  these 
n o v e l i s t s  cou ld  or  would not change the q u a lity  o f  th e ir  w r it ­
in g . That some o f  the most ta le n te d  o f  them— by ca te r in g  to  
the p u b lic  demand f o r  R ichardson ian  t e a r - je r k e r s — s a c r i f i c e d  
a more la s t in g  fame fo r  immediate p o p u la r ity  i s  to  be r e g r e t t e d .
Of the fem inine n o v e l i s t s  o f  the 1850 ’ s none has won 
a la s t in g  re p u ta t io n  excep t H arriet Beecher Stowe, who wrote 
the f i r s t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  n o v e l. Mrs. Stowe d id  n ot preach  or 
argue in  her n o v e ls .  She aroused em otion through the speech 
and a c t io n s  o f  h er ch a ra cte rs  them selves. Her a r t i s t r y  in  
f i c t i o n  w r it in g  i s  d isp la y ed  by her a b i l i t y  to  stim ulate  the 
in te r e s t  o f  the rea d er and to  hold  h is  a tte n t io n  to  the la s t  
page o f  the s t o r y . Her m asterp iece  i s  as rea d a b le  today as i t  
was in  the m id -n in eteen th  cen tu ry .
In sp ired  by Uncle Tom’ s Cabin, Mary Hayden Green Pike 
wrote two a n t i-s la v e r y  n ov e ls  in  the sen tim en ta l and m elodram atic 
s ty le  o f  the p e r io d . Whereas Ida May, her f i r s t  n o v e l, had a
wide c i r c u la t io n  at the time o f  i t s  appearance, i t  never gained 
the re p u ta t io n  or the la s t in g  p o p u la r ity  o f  Uncle Tom1s C abin. 
Although i t  does not have the g rea t s to ry  in t e r e s t  o f  Mrs.
S tow e 's  n o v e l, i t  p roba b ly  d id  much to  a id  the a b o l i t i o n i s t  
c ause.
I I .
I  have not w r itten  in  v a in , i f  the thoughts suggested 
by the p eru sa l o f  th is  book sh a ll arouse in  any heart a 
more in ten se  lov e  o f  freedom , or b r in g  from  any l i p  a more 
in ten se  p r o te s t  aga in st the e x te n s io n  o f  that system which, 
a lik e  f o r  master and serva n t, p o iso n s  the sp rin gs o f  l i f e ,  
su bverts the n o b le s t  in s t in c t s  o f  humanity, and, even in  
the most fa v o ra b le  c ircu m sta n ces , e n t a i l s  an amount o f  m oral 
and p h y s ica l in ju r y  to  which no language can do ju s t i c e .  4
Ida May i s  the s to ry  o f  a white c h i ld  so ld  in to  s la v e ry . 
Ida i s  the on ly  daughter o f  E rnest May, a man o f  means who l i v e s  
in  the ’’ in t e r io r  o f  P en n sy lva n ia .” S h ortly  a f t e r  the b ir t h  and 
death  o f  h is  on ly  son , Mr. May i s  c a l le d  upon to  bear a ls o  the 
death o f  h is  consum ptive w ife .  B efore he has time to  re cov er  
from  the f i r s t  g r i e f  caused by h is  w i f e 's  dea th , another u n fo r ­
tunate in c id e n t  o c cu rs .
Ida  May on her f i f t h  b ir th d a y , "one o f  those g lo r io u s  
days in  J u n e ,” goes w ith  her young nursemaid Bessy to  gather 
flo w e rs  along the side o f  a lo n e ly  roa d . As the p a ir  reach  the 
top o f  a h i l l ,  a c a r r ia g e , fo llo w e d  by two men, approaches. Ida 
has never look ed  more lo v e ly ;
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Tlie m ourning-dress showed her c l e a r ,  dark com plexion 
to  g rea t advantage; her cheeks and l i p s  were l ik e  b lu sh ­
in g  rosebu d s, and her b r i l l i a n t  eyes were l ig h te d  with 
m errim ent. 5
One o f  the men approaches her and asks her se v e ra l q u e s tion s . 
A fte r  a few  moments he sends Bessy halfw ay down the h i l l  to  
re cov er  a whip which he says he has dropped. While Bessy i s  
gone she hears a sh riek  and tu rn in g , sees the man th ru st Ida 
May in to  the ca rr ia g e  and d riv e  o f f  h a s t i ly .  Poor Bessy runs 
a f te r  them f o r  alm ost two m ile s , but f i n a l l y  lo s e s  s ig h t o f  
the ca rr ia g e  and i s  fo r c e d  to  retu rn  home to  t e l l  Mr. May. I d a 's  
fa th e r  pursues her ca p to rs  as fa r  as M aryland, but here he lo s e s  
a l l  tra ce  o f  the v e h ic le  con ta in in g  Ida and her k idn appers. 
Knowing the rou te  which the men have p rob a b ly  taken, Mr. May 
fe a r s  th at h is  daughter has been s o ld  in to  s la v e ry , and he 
spends two years v i s i t i n g  the slave  markets o f  the Southern 
s ta te s , growing s ick  w ith  apprehension as he sees the s u ffe r in g s  
and e v i l s  which are in sep a rab le  from  the s la v e ry  system . Mr.
May fo llo w s  one vague c lew  a fte r  another, and f i n a l l y  a fte r  
about three y e a rs , h is  fr ie n d s  hear that he i s  p lan n in g  to  
embark f o r  Prance to  seek h is  daugh ter. A h u rrican e  d e s tro y s  
the v e s s e l on which he i s  supposed to  have s a i le d .
Meanwhile Ida May i s  taken by her ca p to rs  to  a cave 
on the border o f  the fr e e  s t a te s ;  t h is  p la ce  i s  the ren dez­
vous f o r  a band o f  k idnappers. The cave i s  in  charge o f  C hloe, 
a v ic io u s  and depraved n e g re ss , who b ea ts  the g i r l  u n m erc ifu lly  
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to  revenge h e r s e l f  on the w hite r a c e .
Ida lo s e s  her heauty under the s t r a in , fa t ig u e ,  and 
abuse which she has endured sin ce  her ca p tu re . She has been 
made to  appear l ik e  a c o lo r e d  c h i ld ;  but s in ce  she w i l l  not 
b r in g  so much in  the sa le s  as she would i f  she had re ta in ed
her h e a lth  and beau ty , the two men, on the way to  the slave
m arket, s e l l  her f o r  t h ir t y  d o l la r s  to  Mr. James B e l l ,  a Caro­
l in a  p la n ta t io n  owner. Mr. B e ll  i s  a k indhearted  man and turns 
Ida over to  Venus, the fa m ily  seam stress, to  r e s to r e  to  h e a lth . 
"Aunt V enus," though she has a stu p id  fa c e ,  i s  not long in  d i s ­
cov er in g  th at Ida May i s  not c o lo r e d ; but s in ce  the c h i ld  has
l o s t  her memory and Mr. B e ll  i s  not in te r e s te d  in  in v e s t ig a t ­
ing the m atter , Ida remains in  the slave  q u a rters  on the p la n ta  
t io n .  The c h i l d 's  l i f e ,  how ever, i s  not u n p leasan t; Venus 
ca res  f o r  her,an d  Ida does l i t t l e  work. Although she re co v e rs  
her beauty , Ida has l o s t  her v iv a c i t y ,  and fre q u e n tly  s i t s  f o r  
hours doing  l i t t l e  but gazing in to  sp ace . She seems l o s t  in  
a trance in  which vague r e c o l le c t io n s  o f  h er r e a l  id e n t it y  and 
background sometimes d is tu rb  her q u ie t .
Id a ...w o u ld  have been happy, but f o r  the dim, haunt­
in g  memories th at came over her in  dreams and in  her
waking h ou rs , rou sin g  an un defin ed  p a in , as o f  something 
la ck in g  from  her l i f e ,  and f o r  the s te rn  con sciou sn ess  
o f  her p resen t p o s i t i o n ,  w hich, though d im ly r e a liz e d  
at f i r s t ,  became as she grew o ld e r  more and more the
en g ross in g  t o p ic  o f  thought and f e a r ,  and le d  her to
shun more e n t ir e ly  those sp o rts  and th at com panionship 
w ith  her young m asters and m is tre sse s  which exposed her 
to  the n e c e s s ity  o f  re co g n iz in g  the r e la t io n  in  which 
she stood  to  them .56
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When Ida i s  about ten  years  o ld ,  Mr. B e l l ,  at the 
in s t ig a t io n  o f  h is  w ife , s e l l s  Ida and Venus, a long w ith  oth er 
s la v e s , in  ord er  to  get money. Ida and her adopted mother are 
purchased by the nearby p la n ta t io n  owner, C harles Maynard, 
whose nephew, W alter V arian , has a lready  been entranced by the 
d e l ic a t e  beauty o f  Ida May at a p rev iou s  chance en cou n ter. At 
Wynn H a ll, where Mr. Maynard l i v e s  w ith  h is  s i s t e r  and her fam­
i l y ,  Ida re co v e rs  her memory, and p r o o f  o f  her id e n t it y  i s  fu r ­
n ished  by an a r t i c l e  o f  h er d ress  which Venus has kept and which 
bears her name in  f in e  em broidery . Ida i s  a ccep ted  as a member 
Of the fa m ily  a f te r  a l l  attem pts to  f in d  her fa th e r  have f a i l e d .
A fter  a short time Ida and Mabel Wynn are sent to  a 
boarding s ch o o l in  B a ltim ore , w hile Mr. Maynard and W alter tour 
Europe. Mr. Maynard d ie s  in  Germany, where W alter i s  studying 
law at the U n iv ers ity  o f  G ottin gen . Upon W a lte r 's  re tu rn  to  
the Wynn p la n ta t io n , he re v e a ls  g rea t adm iration  fo r  h is  b e a u t i­
f u l  but haughty cou s in  Mabel, whom he has d ec id ed  to  marry.
Mabel causes W alter to  abandon tem p ora rily  the a n t i-s la v e r y  
view s f o r  which Ida May had re sp e cte d  him.
Upon her retu rn  from  sch o o l Ida  has the op p ortu n ity  
o f  ob serv in g  more c l o s e ly  the abuses o f  the s la v e ry  system .
Mr. Wynn i s  v io le n t ly  p r o -s la v e r y , and w i l l  do anything to  
uphold the Southern in s t i t u t io n  o f  which h is  p la n ta t io n  i s  a 
p a r t . When A lfr e d , the son o f  Maum Abby (a  f a i t h f u l  and p r i v i ­
leg ed  slave  at the Wynn p la n t a t io n ) , m arries E ls ie ,  a fr e e  n eg ress , 
and p lan s to  f l e e  to  the North w ith  h e r , Mr. Wynn, who d is co v e rs
A lfr e d 1s In te n t io n  o f  e sca p in g , d e c id e s  to  have him h a rsh ly  
b ea ten . A fter  a con v e rsa tio n  w ith  Mr. Wynn in  which the mas­
te r  th rea ten s h is  n eg ro , A lfred  commits s u ic id e  ra th er  than 
l i v e  any lon g er  as a s la v e . Ida g ra v e ly  rep roa ch es  Mr. Wynn 
fo r  h is  con d u ct.
Under the guardianship  o f  Mr. Wynn, who s tro n g ly  
d isapproves o f  her a tt itu d e  toward s la v e ry , Ida f in d s  l i f e  
in to le r a b le  at Wynn H all and d e c id e s  t o  ca rry  out her in te n t io n  
o f  edu catin g  and f r e e in g  the s la v e s  l e f t  to  her by Mr. Maynard. 
She and the f a i t h f u l  Venus f l e e  t o  the fo r m e r 's  sm all e s t a te ,  
the T r ia n g le , where Ida i s  rescu ed  from  the v i l l a in y  o f  Mr. 
p o r te r , the o v e rs e e r , by W alter, who le a v e s  Wynn H all during 
a storm to  come to  her a id . A stran ger to  whom W alter has 
g iven  a ss is ta n ce  on the way t o  the e s ta te  through the storm 
proves to  be I d a 's  fa th e r , and there i s  a jo y fu l  reu n ion  between 
Mr. May and h is  lo n g - lo s t  daugh ter. Father and daughter con­
tinue w ith  the p lan s to  educate the s la v e s  f o r  freedom .
W alter has now begun to  r e a l iz e  the weakness o f  
Mabel and the stren gth  o f  Id a . The h e a r t le s s  and co n s c ie n ce ­
le s s  Mabel, je a lo u s  o f  W a lte r 's  a t te n t io n s  to  Ida May, s e c r e t ly  
engages h e r s e l f  to  C o lon e l R oss, a m i l l io n a ir e ,  and in c i t e s  a 
mob o f  "poor w hite" Southerners t o  a tta ck  Id a  and her fa th er  
in  th e ir  home. They are rescued  by Mr. Wynn, who r e a l iz e s  
the danger o f  encouraging mob v io le n c e .  Ida and Mr. May must 
now leave the South fo r  s a fe ty , but do not fo r g e t  the s la v e s , 
who are p ro p e r ly  cared  f o r .  W alter i s  now fr e e  to  marry Ida .
With, the support o f  her stron g  c o n v ic t io n s ,  he once more 
renews h is  f a i t h  in  the r ig h te ou sn ess  o f  the a b o l i t i o n i s t  
ca u se .
As a n ov e l o f  propaganda, Ida  May does not c l in g
c l o s e ly  enough to  the s u b je c t  o f  s la v e ry  to  be so stron g  an
argument f o r  a b o lit io n ism  as Uncle Tom* s C abin . Although 
Mrs. Pike was ardent in  her b e l i e f  that the s la v e ry  system 
was a moral e v i l ,  she d id  not in  her n o v e l u t i l i z e  u n necessar­
i l y  lon g  and lu r id  scenes to  t ra n s fe r  her enthusiasm  to  o th e rs . 
While the scenes in  which Ida i s  beaten  by Chloe and in  which 
A lfred  i s  d r iv en  to  commit su ic id e  are m elodram atic, they do 
not d e s cr ib e  sm all p h y s ica l d e t a i l s  o r  d w ell e n d le s s ly  on the 
h orrors  o f  the s itu a t io n s  a s , f o r  in s ta n ce , does the scene
o f  Uncle Tom’ s punishment and death at the hands o f  Simon L eg ree .
Mrs. Pike le a v e s  something to  the im agin ation  o f  the rea d ers , 
and perhaps i t  i s  e a s ie r  fo r  one to  put h im s e lf  in  a white p e r ­
son ’ s p la ce  among the s la v es  than in  the p o s i t io n  o f  A lfred  or 
Uncle Tom o f  the c o lo r e d  r a c e .
Mrs. P ik e 's  in te r e s t  in  her p l o t  and c h a r a c te r iz a ­
t io n s  and her stron g  f e e l in g  a ga in st the e v i l s  o f  the s la very  
system produce a m elodram atic and sen tim en ta l s to ry  which, in  
sp ite  o f  i t s  f a u l t s ,  has some pow er. Her a tt itu d e  toward the 
c r u e lt ie s  o f  the Southern p la n ta t io n  l i f e  i s  b est  expressed  
through the ch a ra cte r  o f  Id a , whose Northern view s c la s h  w ith 
those o f  W alter. The young V arian , as he grows o ld e r  and more 
w orld ly  w ise , changes the e a r l i e r  op in io n s  which he h e ld  in  
sympathy w ith  Id a . When Ida rep roach es him f o r  b e tra y in g  what i s
good and n ob le  In h im s e lf , W alter wants to  know why he should 
p r o fe s s  to  be w iser and b e t t e r  than those Southerners who 
have learn ed  to  accep t what i s  b e s t  f o r  t h e ir  own con ven ien ce . 
Ida answers h is  r h e t o r ic a l  qu estion  w ith  a comment which 
ex p resses  Mrs. P ik e 's  answer to  those who adopt the l in e  o f  
le a s t  r e s is t a n c e :
Ida ra ise d  her c le a r ,  dark eyes to  h is  fa c e ,  and 
the flow ery  crim son o f  her cheek deepened, as she
r e p l ie d ,  in  a low , ea rn est ton e , "Because 'e v e r y  man
s h a ll g iv e  an account o f  h im se lf to  G o d .'"S ’?
In t h is  passage the w r ite r , in  a t y p i c a l ly  sen tim en ta l passage, 
g iv e s  her own view s on the e t h ic a l  and m oral r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  
which she f e e l s  i s  ca st  asid e  by those Southerners who become 
immune to  any r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  th a t n atu re . The above scene 
i l lu s t r a t e s  the cou rse which Mrs. Pike adopts throughout her 
n o v e l: that o f  p o rtra y in g  the p r in c ip a l  ch a ra c te rs  o f  the
work by means o f  a lov e  s to ry  which i s  b u i l t  around the under­
ly in g  theme o f  the e v i l s  o f  s la v e ry .
Mrs. P ik e , though in te r e s te d  in  her ch a r a c te rs , does 
not develop  them so f u l l y  as she m ight. She i s  in te r e s te d  in
what they do and say, but n ot so much in  why they  are as they
a re . We do not have a c le a r  p ic tu re  o f  each ch a ra cter  in  the 
n o v e l. Perhaps one reason  f o r  t h is  fa c t  i s  th a t they have a 
tendency to  be " ty p e d ,"  For in s ta n ce , Mabel sym bolizes e v i l ,  
as Ida sym bolizes goodness and v ir t u e .  Yet Id a , w hile perhaps 
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an o v e r ly  sweet h e ro in e , i s  more r e a l i s t i c a l l y  drawn than
l i t t l e  Eva in  Uncle Tom* s C abin . She has many good q u a l i t ie s ,
but i s  not p e r f e c t .  She i s  gen erou s, but s t i l l  human enough
to  resen t W a lte r 's  attachment to  the s o p h is t ic a te d , sp o ile d
M abel. When she speaks to W alter about M abel, she h o ld s  her
own o p in ion  o f  the o th er g i r l  in  r e s e r v e , a lthough  the reader
can r e a d ily  imagine what i t  i s .
BI  do n ot w ish to  t e l l  you what I  t h i n k . . . ,  VYalter.
I  knov/ th at she [Mabel] does not l ik e  me, and I fe a r  I  
do n ot l ik e  her w e ll  enough to  estim ate  her ch a ra cter  
t r u ly .  I b e lie v e  i t  must be p a r t ly  my f a u l t ,  f o r  she 
seems to  be u n iv e r s a l ly  adm ired; b u t, c e r t a in ly ,  our 
spheres do not a c c o r d . . . .
Ida i s  t ry in g  t o  be ju s t ,  but some rea d ers  may wonder why she 
does n ot g ive  her candid  op in ion  o f  the s e l f i s h  Mabel, when 
W alter g iv e s  her the op p ortu n ity .
M rs. Pike u ses co n tra s t  in  her c h a r a c te r iz a t io n s — 
fo r  in s ta n ce , between Mabel and Id a . Mabel i s  d a z z lin g ly  
b e a u t i fu l ,  w hile  Ida i s  m erely p r e t ty  u n t i l  her fa ce  i s  a n i­
mated by the enthusiasm  which she d is p la y s  in  co n v e rs a tio n . 
B esides t h is  e x t e r io r  c o n tr a s t ,  there i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e ir  
m en ta lity  and in  th e ir  v iew s. Mabel upholds the s la v ery  system, 
which Ida denounces. As Ida so a p t ly  pu ts i t  when Mabel re p o r ts  
to  her th at W alter has found h is  co u s in  much more b e a u t ifu l  than 
Ida upon h is  re tu rn  from Europe;
"When he becomes fu r th e r  acquainted  w ith  u s , I  sup­
pose he w i l l  come to  the co n c lu s io n  th a t th ere  i s  no more
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com parison between the in s id e  than th ere  i s  between the 
ou ts id e  o f  our heads.
This sh a ft  does n ot com p le te ly  m iss i t s  mark, and Mabel i s
vexed w ith  Ida f o r  presuming to  th in k  th at W alter would d ecid e
and is su e  between the two g i r l s  in  fa v o r  o f  Id a . Undoubtedly
a reader o f  the 1 8 5 0 's  lov ed  Ida and d esp ised  M abel.
There i s  c o n tr a s t ,  t o o ,  between C harles Maynard and 
h is  b r o th e r - in - la w , Mr. Wynn, as there i s  between Mrs. S tow e 's  
S t. C lare and h is  b ro th e r . Mr. Maynard i s  the kind and benevo­
le n t  s la ve  owner; Mr. Wynn, the i r r i t a b l e  p la n ta t io n  owner, who 
has no to le ra n ce  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  when h is  own 
in t e r e s t s  are a f fe c t e d .
Mrs. Pike i s  more a tte n t iv e  to  the d e t a i l s  o f  s e t t in g  
than o f  c h a r a c te r iz a t io n . W ith the eye o f  an a r t i s t ,  she had 
viewed surroundings o f  n a tu ra l beauty . The rea d er n otes  her 
d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  the p la n ta t io n s  and o f  p la n ta t io n  l i f e ,  a lthough 
her s ty le  d e tr a c ts  from  a f u l l  enjoyment o f  them. Her d e s c r ip ­
t io n  o f  Christm as Eve at Wynn H all makes the reader aware that 
Mrs. Pike was not u n con sciou s o f  the charm which very  o fte n  made 
up a la rg e  p a rt o f  p la n ta t io n  l i f e .
The a ir  I s  s o f t  and s t i l l ,  but the sky i s  clouded  
and the n igh t i s  dark , and the f lo o d  o f  l i g h t ,  th at 
streams from  every  window o f  the m ansion, f a l l s  in  lon g  
l in e s  through the m isty  atmosphere fa r  in  among the 
s t a t e ly  p in es  th at have kept solemn "watch and ward” 
over so many su cceed in g  p e r io d s  o f  Christm as f e s t i v i t y .  
L igh ts are f la s h in g  a ls o  in  yonder g ro v e , which may be 
seen fa r  away a cross  the c o t to n  f i e l d s ;  and, beneath the 
g la re  o f  the flam ing t o r c h e s , a joy ou s m ultitude o f  the .
 ............g g
" f i e l d  p e o p le "  are h ere , around a w e ll-s p re a d  t a b le ,  
g org in g  them selves w ith meats o f  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s , which 
they ta s te  now f o r  the f i r s t  time in  a y e a r .60
Not on ly  in  scenes o f  p la n ta t io n  l i f e  but a ls o  in  those in v o lv ­
in g  n a tu ra l scen ery , Mrs. Pike re v e a ls  her powers o f  observa­
t io n  and d e s c r ip t io n .  She d is p la y s  her in t e r e s t  in  s e t t in g s  
by her a t te n t io n  to  such th in g s  as f lo w e r s , b ir d s ,  or a r iv e r .
Par up the m ountain, on the southern slop e  o f  which 
la y  the B e ll  p la n ta t io n , were the sp rin gs  that fe d  a r i v ­
u le t  which came dash in g , sp ark lin g  and lea p in g  down i t s  
s te e p , rock y  bed, o c c a s io n a l ly  spreading out f o r  a l i t t l e  
space in to  sm all p o o ls ,  where the b ird s  came to  d r in k , 
and where the sun-beams, g l in t in g  b r ig h t ly  through green 
le a v e s , k is s e d  the f lo w e rs  th at m irrored  them selves in  
the smooth w aters. Then hu rry in g  on aga in , i t  p layed 
"h id e -a n d -seek " around huge lo g s ,  the wreck o f  some f o r ­
e s t  torn a d o ; or p i l e s  o f  d r ift -w o o d  £hat i t s  own course 
had heaped; or immense b o u ld e rs , p reord a in ed  o b s tru c t io n s  
flu n g  in  i t s  path  by the th roes  and s tru g g le s  o f  the 
prim eval w orid .
Mrs. Pike does n ot overem phasize u n n e ce ssa r ily  her 
s e t t in g s ,  but the reader has the f e e l in g  th at the author th or­
oughly en joy s  d e s c r ib in g  them.
Although the p lo t  o f  Ida May h e lp s  to  brin g  out the
u n d erly in g  a n t i -s la v e r y  theme, i t  con ta in s  many un rea l and
im probable s i tu a t io n s :  the d is co v e ry  o f  Id a »s  id e n t i t y ,  the
a r r iv a l o f  W alter at the T ria n g le  at ju s t  the r ig h t  tim e, and
the reunion  o f  Mr. May and h is  daughter at the T rian g le  a ls o .
These over-rom an tic  s itu a t io n s  weaken the in t e r e s t  o f  the n ovel
fo r  the modern rea d er .
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Mrs. P ik e ’ s sen tim en ta l s ty le  o f  w r it in g  i s  perhaps 
her g re a te s t  weakness. She shared, t h is  s ty le  w ith  other fem­
in in e  w r ite r s  o f  the 1 8 5 0 's . U n fortu n a te ly , what appealed to  many 
o f  her readers then , became p a r t ic u la r ly  d i s t a s t e fu l  t o  la t e r  
peru sers o f  the popu lar n o v e l. Her fa i lu r e  to  in trod u ce  humor 
in to  Ida May d e t r a c ts  immeasurably from  i t s  appea l. She might 
have made use o f  the co n tra s t  o f  tragedy  and comedy to  e n liv e n  
her s to r y . I f  Ida was suggested  by Eva in  Uncle Tom's Cabin 
and Mr. P o tte r  by Simon L egree, there i s  no ch a ra cter  in  Mrs. 
P ik e 's  f i r s t  n ov e l t o  p a r a l le l  Topsy. We m iss Topsy, w ith  
her a n t ic s  and d r o l l  remarks, and w ith  her p a th os .
Another weakness in  Mrs. P ik e 's  s ty le  i s  the frequ en t 
use o f  t r i t e  f ig u r e s  o f  speech : " l ik e  a b ird  d a rt in g  in to  her
n e s t , "  " l ik e  a moth round a c a n d le ,"  "q u ie t  t e a r s ,  th at f e l l  
l ik e  dew -drops upon the r o s e s . "  In a d d it io n  to  these s im ile s ,
Mrs. Pike uses e f fu s iv e  ph rases and p i l e s  a d je c t iv e  on a d je c t iv e  
to  a ch ieve  a c lo y in g  sw eetness th at f a i l s  t o  a f f e c t  the modern 
reader fa v o ra b ly . He a ls o  f a i l s  t o  sympathize w ith  the b lu sh ­
in g  and the fa in t in g  f i t s  o f  the fem ale ch a ra c te rs  in  the n ov e l.
Yet there are o c c a s io n a l passages in  which Mrs. Pike 
w rites  sim ply and d i r e c t l y ,  and in  a few  words says much. One 
o f  these we f in d  in  Maum A bby's words to  Ida a f t e r  the l a t t e r 's  
ex p er ien ces  at the T r ia n g le :
"You have had many sorrow s and t r i a l s ;  I used to  see 
them when you l iv e d  at our house som etimes, and there were 
o th ers  g r e a te r , that came b e fo re  and a fterw a rd s ; but now,
I hope, they are a l l  ov er , and you have n oth in g  but happi­
ness b e fo re  you . You have t r ie d  to  do r ig h t ,  and you have
been a b le s s in g  to  many poor c re a tu re s  th a t had nobody 
e ls e  to  help  them. You have not been s e l f i s h  or a fr a id  
to  do your d u ty , and I know God w i l l  b le s s  y o u . . . .
Nor are these sim ple speeches con fin e d  to  negro s la v e s . Mrs.
Pike sums up very  adequately  the ch a ra cte r  o f  Mabel in  the few
words which the g i r l  speaks to  her fa th e r  when she f in d s  that
W alter no lon g er  ca re s  f o r  h e r . In h u m ilia tio n  she e x p la in s
her fe e l in g s  to  her fa th e r ;  " i t  i s  the l o s t  lov e  I  r e g r e t , . . .
n ot the l o s t  l o v e r . M a b e l  ca res  not a whit f o r  W alter, but
she re s e n ts  the fa c t  that Ida has won the p r iz e  f o r  which they
were r i v a l s .  One w ishes th at the n o v e l i s t  had used an u n a ffe c te d
s ty le  throughout the s to ry , which i s  n ot t o t a l l y  la ck in g  in
in te re  s t .
The ch a ra cte rs  in  Ida May are qu ite  w e ll drawn, i f  
somewhat la ck in g  in  fo c u s ; the c e n tr a l p lo t  i s  h ig h ly  rom antic 
and f i c t i o n a l ;  the s e t t in g s  are b e t te r  than e ith e r  p lo t  or 
c h a r a c te r iz a t io n . I f  the reader o f  the n ov e l can ov er look  the 
sentim ental s ty le  o f  w r it in g , he w i l l  perhaps e n jo y  the s t o r y . 
Although he w i l l  re cog n ize  th at Mrs. P ik e 's  n ov e l does not have 
the power o f  Mrs. S to w e 's , he w i l l  r e a l iz e  th at Ida  May, l ik e  
Uncle Tom's Cabin a produ ct o f  the 1 8 5 0 's ,  was one o f  the fo r c e s  
which stim ulated  em otion and im agination  and which helped  to  
in s t ig a te  the C iv i l  War.
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CHAPTER VII CASTE: A STORY OF REPUBLICAN EQUALITY
Mrs. P ik e ’ s second n o v e l, C aste , p u b lish ed  in  1856 
under the pseudonym Sydney A. S to ry , J r . ,  i s  lik e w ise  an a n t i­
s la v ery  n o v e l. I t  d w e lls  on one aspect o f  the s la very  ques­
t io n ,  c o n fin in g  i t s e l f  p r in c ip a l ly  t o  the c r u e lty  o f  race d i s ­
cr im in a tio n . This n ovel was not so popu lar as Ida May.
The s to ry  opens in  New York w ith  the m arriage o f
/J u lie  Conant to  Charles Dupre, a handsome young man who i s  
employed by J u l i e ’ s fa th e r . Helen D upr/, a governess in  
South C a ro lin a , has come to  the N orth f o r  her b r o th e r ’ s wed­
d in g . Although the Dupres, b ro th er  and s i s t e r ,  have been w e ll 
educated and accepted  in  the b est o f  s o c ie t y ,  th e ir  parentage 
i s  unknown even to  them. Their edu cation  has been secured by 
means o f  money anonymously sent to  the sch oo l which they 
a tten ded .
A fter  the wedding J u lie  t r i e s  to  persuade Helen to 
make her home w ith the new co u p le , but H elen w i l l  not leave  
her p o s it io n  as govern ess w ith  the Warner fa m ily  in  the South. 
Mrs. Warner has been very  kind to  H elen, and although govern­
e ss e s  are g e n e ra lly  not accepted  as s o c ia l  equ a ls  by the p la n ta ­
t io n  fa m il ie s  o f  the South, Mrs. Warner t r e a ts  Helen as an equal
in  a l l  r e s p e c ts . On her retu rn  to  the South by b o a t , Helen i s
met by Hubert Warner, the on ly  unmarried son o f  the Warners.
He i s  in  lov e  w ith her and has determ ined to  win the b e a u t i­
f u l ,  ta le n te d , and proud H elen , who fu r th e r  spurs him on by 
re fu s in g  to  respond to  h is  f e e l in g s .  On the boat Helen i s  
a lso  su rp rised  by C o lon e l B e l l ,  a n eigh bor o f  the Warners, 
who th in k s he sees in  Helen someone whom he has known p re ­
v io u s ly .
Helen*s l i f e  at the W arner's i s  very  happy. The 
p la n ta t io n  i s  run in  a most e f f i c i e n t  but k in d ly  manner, and 
the s la v es  are happy and w e ll cared  f o r .  Helen has never had 
any reason  to  form  an u n favorab le  o p in ion  o f  the s la very  system , 
f o r  she sees on ly  a few exam ples o f  i t s  r e a l  c r u e l t i e s .  One o f  
these i s  the sep aration  o f  K issy , a servant o f  the Warners, and 
her husband, M ich e l, who has been so ld  by h is  m is tre ss , the 
w ife  o f  C olon el W illiam  B e l l .  Hubert and H elen h elp  to  se cre te  
the escaped M ichel in  order that he and K issy  may beg in  a new 
l i f e  tog e th er  somewhere e l s e .
C olon el B e ll and h is  w ife ,  C lara , are a strange 
co u p le . Although they appear to  g et along am icably when they 
appear in  s o c ie t y ,  they are h o s t i le  in  p r iv a t e .  This i s  B e l l 's  
second m arriage. C lara i s  a b e a u t ifu l  but u n p r in c ip le d  woman, 
who lo v e s  the glamor o f  c i t y  l i f e  from  which she has been 
removed by the C olon el because o f  her immoral and ir r e g u la r  
l i f e .  She attem pts in  every  way to  persuade him to  take her to  
Europe, and f a i l i n g  in  t h i s ,  does ev ery th in g  she can to  make h is  
l i f e  d is a g r e e a b le . L ife  i s  m iserab le  to  h e r , f o r  a lthough she
adorns h e r s e l f  in  b e a u t ifu l  a rra y , there i s  no one to  see and 
admire h e r . She lo o k s  down on H elen as a s o c ia l  in f e r i o r ,  and 
Helen in  turn d i s l ik e s  the haughty, d isa g re e a b le  woman.
F in a lly  H elen, who has fea red  that Hubert i s  on ly  
t r i f l i n g  w ith  her a f f e c t io n s ,  lea rn s  th a t he wants to  marry 
h e r . She r e a l i z e s  th at she i s  a ls o  in  lo v e  w ith  him, and 
they become engaged. The Warners are very  p lea sed  w ith  the 
arrangement.
By t h is  time C olon e l B e ll  knows that Helen i s  h is  
daughter by the lo v e ly  quadroon C o r i l la  w ith  whom, although 
fo rb id d en  to  marry h er , he had been d eep ly  in  lo v e .  He has 
done a l l  he can to  keep the s e c re t  o f  the parentage o f  Helen 
and C harles from them in  order that they may never have to  
bear the stigm a which must in e v ita b ly  f a l l  upon them i f  i t  i s  
known who t h e ir  mother was. U n fortu n a te ly , a form er fr ie n d  o f  
h is ,  Robert Bernard, who has f a l l e n  in to  d egra d a tion  and v ic e ,  
r e co g n iz e s  C o r i l la * s  fe a tu re s  in  the fa ce  o f  H elen, and C olon el 
B e l l  i s  fo r c e d  to  b r ib e  him to  keep the s e c r e t .  H is w ife  sees 
a p ic tu re  o f  C o r i l la  se cre ted  in  a hidden drawer o f  the C o lo n e l 's  
desk , and lik e w ise  guesses th at H elen i s  the daughter o f  her 
husband. Now indeed C lara has a weapon to  use aga inst him to 
gain  her own ends. She th rea ten s to  re v e a l the se c re t  which 
she has d is co v e re d  u n less  the C o lon e l agrees to  take her away.
Her husband, d r iv en  to o  f a r ,  says that i f  she dares to  re v e a l 
the parentage o f  H elen, he w i l l  put h is  w ife  away in  a madhouse.
C lara , not d arin g  to  come out w ith  an open accu sa­
t io n ,  s ta r ts  rumors which f i n a l l y  reach  the ea rs  o f  the Warners. 
They are g r e a t ly  shocked and summon the C o lo n e l, who can no 
lon ger keep h is  s e c r e t .  Helen overh ears the co n v e rsa tio n  and 
i s  stunned. Hubert does not at f i r s t  b e lie v e  the s to ry , but 
i s  f i n a l l y  fo r ce d  to  accep t i t s  tru th . The W arners, although 
sorry  f o r  H elen, now co n s id e r  a m arriage between her and th e ir  
son im p o ss ib le . Hubert i s  no mere boy , and he r e a l iz e s  th at
he w i l l  b r in g  d isg ra ce  upon h im se lf and h is  fa m ily  i f  he mar­
r i e s  H elen, but h is  lov e  f o r  her i s  not one th at can be to sse d
o f f  c a r e le s s ly .  He i s  torn  between h is  d e s ire  to  stand by h is
f ia n ce e  and h is  p re ju d ice  aga in st the race  which in  h is  eyes 
i s  in f e r i o r .  Mr. Warner t r i e s  to  make Hubert see that such 
a m arriage must not be thought o f .
" . . .A n d  now the s to ry  must be g e n e ra lly  known, and 
you cou ld  never marry any body who was even suspected  
to  be ta in te d  w ith  negro b lo o d . Think o f  the d isg ra ce  
i t  would ca s t  upon your b ro th ers  and s i s t e r s ,  and what 
a l l  the w orld  would say about i t I  They would th ink you 
e ith e r  cra zy  or a f o o l ,  and you would be ashamed o f  i t  
y o u r s e lf  by and b y ." ° 4
Hubert, n e v e r th e le s s , d e c id e s  to  marry Helen and 
goes to  see h er . She r e a l iz e s  th at he i s  s t i l l  w il l in g  to  
marry h e r , but she cannot endure h is  con d escen s ion . Helen 
knows th at under the circu m stan ces they would never be happy 
to g e th e r . She i s  made desperate  by sorrow and g r i e f ,  and 
though now in  a weakened p h y s ic a l c o n d it io n , manages to  go 
to  the home o f  Mrs. X venel, who i s  her f r ie n d . Here the C ol­
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on e l tr^ es  to  see H elen, but as she i s  very  i l l  and m oreover 
f e e l s  no dau gh terly  a f f e c t io n  f o r  him, she r e fu s e s  to  a llow  
him near h e r . When the C olon e l lea rn s  that i t  i s  h is  w ife  who 
has caused H e len 's  unhappiness, he c a r r ie s  out h is  th rea t to 
have her con fin ed  to  an asylum. Here C lara  B e ll  spends the 
r e s t  o f  her l i f e ,  abandoned by a l l  who have known h er .
Mrs. Avenel w r ite s  C harles th at Helen i s  very i l l .  
C harles must lea ve  J u l ie ,  who i s  about to  have a c h i ld .  He 
goes to  South C a ro lin a , and at the home o f  Mrs. Avenel f in d s  
H elen, who i s  about to  take laudanum. A fter  t e l l i n g  him the 
d rea d fu l news o f  th e ir  p aren tage , she attem pts to  persuade 
C harles to  d rin k  the p o t io n  w ith  h e r .
" I t  i s  e s c a p e , . . . i t  i s  r e s t ;  r e s t  from t h is  weary 
p a in . 0 C h arles, why should we not drin k  i t ?  I t  i s  so 
d rea d fu l to  l i v e i  Born o f  the d esp ised  r a c e ,— the 
accursed  r a c e ,— what hope i s  there fo r  us in  t h is  w orld?
Cast out to  be trodden under f o o t , — the Pariahs o f  the 
ea rth  from  i t s  c r e a t io n  u n t i l  now,— where d id  our race  
ever f in d  sympathy or h e lp ? Where can we f in d  i t ,  any 
m ore?"
C harles r e p l ie s  in  a manner which apparen tly  r e s to r e s  
sa n ity  to  H elen ’ s d is o r d e r  mind*
"Dear H elen, God i s  good . He has perm itted  th is  to  
come upon u s , and he w i l l  g iv e  us s tren g th  to  bear i t .
Like y o u r s e l f ,  I  shudder to  lo o k  in to  the fu tu r e , f o r  we 
cannot t e l l  what i s  b e fo re  u s ; but I  know— I  know our 
Father in  heaven w i l l  n ot fo rsa k e  u s . His hand w i l l  lead  
us every  step o f  the way, and i f  we lea n  upon i t ,  i t  w i l l  
guide us s a fe ly  through. We may be cu t o f f  from a l l  happ i­
ness or help  in  t h is  w orld , but in  the w orld to  come i s  our 
e v e r la s t in g  p o r t io n ; and our jo y ,  our h e lp , our com fort w i l l  
come from G od .11®®
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Charles re tu rn s  home to  f in d  that the Conants, having 
learn ed  o f  h is  parentage during h is  absen ce, share the same 
fe e l in g  as the Warners, and w ish J u lie  to  be separated  from 
him. The ten d er , lo v in g  J u lie  cannot bear the shock o f  hear­
ing  her fa th e r  say that she must never see C harles aga in , and 
she d ie s  at the premature b ir t h  o f  her c h i ld  a few  days a f t e r  
her husband 's re tu rn . C harles now d e c id e s  to  do m ission ary  
work fo r  h is  own race  in  the Northern s t a t e s .  He f e e l s  that 
i f  the n egroes are edu cated , they them selves w i l l  tea r  down 
the p re ju d ice  which has been b u i l t  up aga in st them. To th is
task  he d ev otes  the r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e .
Helen becomes r e c o n c ile d  w ith  C o lon e l B e ll  and d e c id e s  
to  t r a v e l abroad. While in  I t a ly  she m eets Hubert Warner, who 
has come to  r e a l iz e  that he cannot g iv e  up h is  lov e  f o r  Helen
and no lo n g er  f e e l s  the p re ju d ice  which h is  paren ts and fr ie n d s
s t i l l  r e t a in . He and Helen are m arried and make t h e ir  home in  
I t a ly ,  where they le a rn  to  know and lo v e  each other b e t t e r .
Caste has a theme which in t e r e s t s  p eop le  o f  any gen­
e r a t io n ; the in ju s t i c e  o f  r a c ia l  d is c r im in a t io n . Whereas Mrs. 
Pike con cerns h e r s e l f  m ainly w ith  the problem  o f  m is c e g e n a t io n ,^  
the gen era l theme i s  p e r t in e n t  as lon g  as r a c ia l  c o n f l i c t s  e x is t .  
I t  i s  one which has always occu p ied  the minds o f  to le r a n t  p e o p le , 
57
For more re ce n t  n o v e ls  d ea lin g  w ith  the same problem , 
see L i l l ia n  S m ith 's Strange F ru it and S in c la ir  L ew is 's  K ingsblood  
R oy a l. See a ls o  the p la y  Deep are the R o o ts , by Arnaud d 'U sseau 
and James Gow.
and Mrs. P ik e 's  n o v e l, in  th at r e s p e c t ,  i s  t im e ly  now as i t  was 
in  the 1 8 5 0 's .
The c h a r a c te r iz a t io n  i s  on the whole b e t te r  than that 
o f  Ida May. The ch a ra c te rs  are s t i l l  c o n tra c te d , and in  addi­
t io n  the in d iv id u a l sketch es are somewhat le s s  typed . The cen ­
t r a l  f ig u r e ,  Helen Dupr^, i s  more v iv id  than Ida . A minor 
ch a ra c te r , J u lie  Conant, i s  com parable to  Id a . C h a r le s 's  w ife 
i s  too  f r a g i le  and to o  good to  be r e a l .
She [J u l ie j  had h ard ly  numbered e ig h teen  y e a rs , and 
she look ed  even younger, f o r  her f ig u r e  was sm all and 
d e l i c a t e ,  her com plexion  pure as a l i l y ,  and her golden  
c u r ls ,  s o f t  and f in e  as f l o s s  s i lk ,  f e l l  over m ild  blue 
e y e s , that h id  beneath t h e ir  la sh es  i f  one sought to  
gaze in to  them; and her fa ce  was so in n ocen t and c h i ld ­
l ik e  in  i t s  e x p re ss io n , that w hile lo o k in g  at h e r , one 
experien ced  an in v o lu n ta ry  d e s ir e  that a be in g  so pure 
and so h e lp le s s  should never be c a l le d  to  encounter the 
storms o f  l i fe .® ®
In p h y s ica l appearance and in  many oth er r e s p e c ts  Helen and 
J u lie  are d ir e c t  c o n tr a s ts . J u l ie  i s  the on ly  ch a ra cter  in  
Caste who seems alm ost com p lete ly  u n rea l. She h e lp s  to  fu rn ish  
C harles w ith  the r e l ig i o u s  in s p ir a t io n  which dom inates h is  
a c t io n s  and causes him to  save Helen and h im se lf from  d e s tru c ­
t i o n .  This elem ent o f - r e l i g i o n ,  stron g  in  the sentim ental 
n ov e ls  o f  the p e r io d , i s  found in  both  Ida May and C aste .
In her second n ovel Mrs. Pike in tro d u ce s  humor through 
Gus, a l i v e l y  " l i t t l e  n ig "  s la v e . Gus , as d e v i l i s h  though not 
so c le v e r  as Topsy, serves  to  h eigh ten  the in t e r e s t  o f  the s to r y .
" S t o r y ,” 0£  c i t . ,  p . 26.
In the p lo t  o f  Caste Mrs. Pike again  makes use o f  
im probable s i tu a t io n s .  The m ysteriou s manner in  which the 
Dupres acquired, th e ir  e d u ca tion , the unusual m eeting o f  Helen 
and the C olon el on the sh ip , and the a r r iv a l  o f  C harles ju st  
as Helen i s  about to  take laudanum seem foi*ced in to  the p lo t  
w ithout regard  f o r  c r e d u l i t y .
One o f  the most e f f e c t iv e  scenes in  e ith e r  a n t i­
s la v e ry  n ovel i s  an ep isod e  e n t i t l e d ,  “Vtfhat ’ s in  a Name?" 
which o ccu rs  in  C aste . Henry, a sm all negro boy , in t e l l i g e n t  
and s e n s i t iv e ,  has been adopted by the younger Mrs. Avenel in
New Y ork. Mrs. A venel, a t o le r a n t ,  kind woman, has sent him
to  a sch oo l f o r  w hite boys in  the c i t y ,  where the lad  i s  t o r ­
mented by h is  c la ssm a tes . Rendered sad by the s i tu a t io n , Henry 
retu rn s one day in  te a rs  and in form s Mrs. Avenel o f  h is  p l ig h t .  
She i s  im m ediately aware o f  h is  f e e l in g  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  but 
does not over sympathize w ith  him. In stead  she speaks to  him 
in  a fa sh ion  which encourages him to  gain  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and 
re s p e c t  from o th ers  a l l  through l i f e .
"But you mind bein g  c a l le d  a n ig g e r , c h i ld .  You
must conquer t h is .  I t  i s  n oth in g  to  be ashamed o f ,  that
you be lon g  to  a d i f f e r e n t  race  from  your s c h o o lfe l lo w s .
When they  see i t  no lon g er  te a se s  you, they w i l l  no more 
th in k  o f  usin g  i t  as a term o f  rep roach , than they would 
now th ink  o f  c a l l in g  you an In d ia n , t o  vex you. Accept 
i t  as a f a c t ,  and they w i l l  cease  to  apply  i t  as an 
i n s u l t . “ 6®
Henry fo l lo w s  Mrs. A ven el’ s good adv ice  and earns the h igh  regard
o f  h is  w hite c la ssm a tes . I t  i s  t h is  a tt itu d e  which Charles Dupre
_
h old s  in  common w ith  Mrs. Avenel and which a fte r  J u lie  * s 
death lea d s  him to  devote  the r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e  t o  the edu cation  
and enlightenm ent o f  N orthern n eg roes .
Mrs. P ik e 's  s ty le  in  t h is  n ov e l i s  s t i l l  e f fu s iv e
and sen tim en ta l, and in  the scene o f  J u l i e 's  death  she ou t­
does h e r s e l f  in  attem pting to  wring te a rs  from  the eyes o f  the 
rea d er . I f  Mrs. Stowe was i l l  f o r  a few  weeks a f t e r  w r it in g  
o f  the death  o f  l i t t l e  Eva,^® one wonders what e f f e c t  record in g  
the death  o f  J u lie  Conant Dupr^ had on Mrs. P ik e .
The v e r b o s ity  o f  the d e s c r ip t iv e  elem ents makes the 
n ovel unduly lo n g . An i l lu s t r a t i o n  o f  Mrs. p ik e 's  o c ca s io n a l 
waste o f  words i s  found in  the fo l lo w in g  passage:
S w ift ly  the days sped on. 0 , happy days I Golden
sands, dropped sp ark lin g  from  the g la s s  o f  Time, to  
gleam fo r e v e r  b r ig h t ly  m id  the co a rs e r  and darker 
g ra in s  o f  common l i f e . ” 1
By e lim in a tin g  or condensing such p a ssa g es , Mrs. Pike might
have found as much response among rea d ers  o f  her own day and
c e r t a in ly  more among la t e r  ones.
The theme o f  Caste i s  a strong one, but Mrs. p ik e 's  
s ty le  i s  sentim ental and her p lo t  -u n r e a lis t ic . The ch a ra c te r ­
iz a t io n  i s  b e t te r  than th at o f  Ida  May. The author has in je c t e d  
humor in to  her n ov e l and has combined sen tim en ta lity  and s o c ia l  
c o n f l i c t  to  produce a s to ry  th at was f i l l e d  w ith  appeal fo r
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rea d ers  o f  her own g en era tion .
CHAPTER V III LATER WRITINGS 
Agnes and "John Brown in  P r iso n "
"L ig h t ly  thou s a y 's t  th at woman's lo v e  i s  f a l s e :
The thought i s  f a l s e r  f a r ;
For some o f  them are true as m artyrs ' le g e n d s ,—
As f u l l  o f  s u ffe r in g  f a i t h ,  o f  burning lo v e ,
Of h igh  d e v o t io n , w orth ier  heaven than ea rth l
0 , I  do know a t a le l" 7 2
Mrs. P ik e 's  la s t  n ov e l i s  a romance w ith  a back­
ground o f  the American R e v o lu tio n . In i t  she attem pts to
p re se n t , in  a d d it io n  to  the main ch a r a c te r s , a p ic tu re  o f  
the American Indian  o f  the Delaware t r ib e .
As the ta le  opens, Major P ercy  Grey and h is  b ro th er  
Frank Grey are at home on a b r i e f  r e s p it e  from  th e ir  army s e r ­
v ic e .  They have a rr iv ed  to  f in d  th e ir  house ransacked, th e ir  
f i e l d s  burned, and th e ir  p aren ts  fa c in g  a hard w in ter because 
o f  a B r it is h  r a id .  Stopping at the Grey home during the 
storm that evening are Mr. Chester and h is  daughter, E velyn , 
at whose home Major Grey had p r e v io u s ly  been b i l l e t t e d .  They 
are now on t h e ir  way to  New York C ity . Accompanying them i s  
C olon el S tan ley  o f  the B r it is h  Army, who t r e a ts  Percy  w ith  
contem pt, but who i s  not m olested  because he i s  p r o te c t in g  Mr. 
C hester and E velyn . S tan ley  i s  aware th at there i s  a stron g
--------------------------------------------------------7 5 ---------------------------------------------
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attachm ent between P ercy  and E velyn , w ith  whom both  o f f i c e r s  
are in  lo v e .  Evelyn i s  in  lov e  w ith  the M ajor, but cannot 
encourage him because her fa th e r  co n s id e rs  him a '’r e b e l . ”
W ithout the knowledge o f  h is  daughter, how ever, Mr. Chester 
i s  s e c r e t ly  a id in g  the Yankees, w ith  whom Evelyn i s  in  sym­
path y .
A fte r  the group le a v e s  the Grey house, P ercy  w orries  
about t h e ir  w e l fa r e - -p a r t ic u la r ly  E v e ly n 's — and goes out in to  
the storm to  in v e s t ig a te  the broken brid ge  not fa r  from  h is  
home. Here he f in d s  what appears to  be a sm all boy who i s  
bad ly  in ju re d  and u n con sciou s . P ercy  d is c o v e r s  th at i t  i s  
r e a l ly  a g i r l  in  b o y 's  c lo th in g  and tak es her home to  h is  
m other. The g i r l  i s  i l l  f o r  many weeks,and when she r e c o v e r s , 
the Greys cannot le a rn  from  her the s to ry  o f  her l i f e ,  which 
she does not co n fid e  to  them. She asks to  be c a l l e d  "A gn es .” 
Prank f a l l s  d eep ly  in  lo v e  w ith  h e r , but a lthough  she i s  fond 
o f  him, she does n ot encourage h is  advances.
Percy  and Prank re tu rn  to  t h e ir  d iv is io n s ,  and P e r c y 's  
time i s  w e ll taken up w ith  f ig h t in g  and ca rry in g  m essages from 
General Lee, w ith  whose d iv is io n  he i s  s ta t io n e d , t o  General 
W ashington. C harles Lee, an i l l -n a t u r e d  o f f i c e r ,  je a lo u s  o f  
h is  s u p e r io rs , r e fu s e s  to  obey an im portant order from Washing­
to n , thereby  endangering the l i v e s  o f  the great g en era l and h is  
men. General Washington i s  fo r c e d  to  r e t r e a t  in to  J ersey , and 
Lee i s  captured  by the B r i t is h  and taken , a lon g  w ith  Percy and 
oth er o f f i c e r s ,  to  New Y ork, which i s  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  the Eng-
C olon e l S tan ley  In  New York has asked Evelyn to  
marry him but has been re fu s e d . Made sp ort o f  by h is  sub­
o rd in a tes  f o r  h is  u n su cce ss fu l lo v e  venture and coming in to  
p o s se ss io n  o f  papers from  Mr. Chester to  the " r e b e l"  army, 
S tan ley  d e c id e s  to  use h is  in form a tion  as a means o f  ga in in g  
h is  w i l l  w ith  E velyn . Rather than have her fa th e r  exposed , 
Evelyn agrees to  marry S ta n ley , whom she lo a th e s . The C olonel 
w ishes to  have the m arriage take p la ce  in  a week, by which 
time C orn w allis  e x p ects  to  have com p lete ly  d e fea te d  General 
Washington and h is  shabby army. As i t  happens, General Wash­
in g ton  re fu s e s  to  be d e fe a te d , and S tan ley  d e c id e s  to  t r y  to  
win E v e ly n 's  a f fe c t io n s  by re tu rn in g  the papers to  h er . Evelyn 
b eg in s to  hope that there may be a r e le a s e  fo r  her from  the 
h u m ilia tin g  bond, but S tan ley  g iv e s  her the papers on ly  w ith 
the s t ip u la t io n  th at she marry him at some fu tu re  d a te . Evelyn 
has at le a s t  gained tim e.
Meanwhile Law ontica, an Indian  p r in c e s s  who l i v e s  
w ith her grandm other, Sanoso, has f a l l e n  in  lo v e  w ith  Frank. 
When she lea rn s  o f  h is  lov e  f o r  Agnes, she p lan s to  avenge h er­
s e l f  on him. She m arries Tamaque, an Ind ian  c h i e f ,  arouses the
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Envious o f  Washington because he had h im se lf hoped 
to  be com m an der-in -ch ief o f  the American Army, Charles Lee 
re fu sed  to  jo in  the main army when Washington ordered  him to  
do so . As a r e s u lt  Lee was captured  w ith  some o f  h is  men at 
Basking R idge , New J e rse y , on December 13, 1776. Lee, then a 
p r is o n e r , aided the B r it is h , w hile Washington was arranging 
f o r  h is  exchange. Lee again began h is  trea ch erou s a c t i v i t i e s  
and c a r r ie d  on a corresponden ce w ith C lin ton  and Howe. Envy
Indians against the w hite p e o p le , and in s t ig a t e s  the kidnap­
p ing  o f  Agnes. S h ortly  a f te r  Agnes*s ca p tu re , Lawontica re g re ts  
her a c t io n s  and does her b est  to  care  f o r  the white g i r l .  
E ven tu a lly  she lea rn s  the Agnes i s  not in  lo v e  w ith Frank, and 
she a id s in  her re tu rn  to  the G reys. Law ontica, bein g  a power­
f u l  fo r c e  in  the t r ib e ,  b r in g s  the Indians under c o n tr o l  again .
During t h is  time P ercy  has escaped from the p r ison  
camp. Stanley has in  turn  been taken p r is o n e r  and i s  con fin ed  
not fa r  from  the Grey house, to  which Mr. Chester and Evelyn 
have f l e d .  When S tan ley  lea rn s  o f  th e ir  presence in  the Grey 
home, he comes there to  remind Evelyn o f  h er prom ise t o  him.
The g i r l  i s  too  proud not to  keep her word. Agnes overhears 
the con v e rsa tion  between the c o u p le , and re v e a ls  to  Evelyn 
th at she i s  S ta n ley ’ s w ife .  Evelyn and P ercy  are ov er joy ed  
to  lea rn  th a t there i s  noth in g  to  p reven t th e ir  u n ion .
Agnes goes t o  see C o lon e l S ta n ley , who has b e lie v e d  
her to  be dead. He re p u lse s  h e r , and d en ies  that she i s  h is  
w ife .  P ercy , Frank, and E velyn , who have fo llo w e d  Agnes, en ter  
the room. Agnes has no p r o o f  o f  her m arriage to  S ta n ley , s in ce  
she l o s t  the cap in  the l in in g  o f  which she had se cre ted  the 
m arriage c e r t i f i c a t e .  Frank produ ces the ca p , which he had
and v a n ity  caused him to  assume an a tt itu d e  o f  in to le r a b le  a rro ­
gance toward W ashington, who endured i t  because he had a h igh  
regard  fo r  L ee ’ s a b i l i t y .  Taking over the command from  L a fayette  
at Monmouth, Lee e f f e c t e d  a d is g r a c e fu l  r e t r e a t  which was noth ing  
short o f  tre a ch e ry . He was co u r t -m a r t ia le d , suspended from  the 
American Army, and never returned to  i t .  For a d e t a i le d  t r e a t ­
ment o f  L e e 's  tre a ch e ry , see C arl Van D oren ’ s S ecret H istory  o f  
the American R ev o lu tion  (New Y ork, 1 941 ).
found near Agnes on the n igh t when he and Percy  brought her 
in  from the storm . S tan ley  cannot now deny th at Agnes i s  
h is  w ife ,  but he p l o t s  t o  r id  h im se lf o f  h e r . He tak es her 
away and abandons h e r . Anges r e a l i z e s  th a t he i s  d ese rtin g  
her and fo l lo w s  him, on ly  to  d ie  o f  i l l n e s s  and exposu re.
Frank and C olon e l S tan ley  meet in  b a t t le ,  and 
Agnes’ s p e rse cu to r  i s  k i l l e d .
Mrs. P ik e 's  la s t  n o v e l, Agnes, con ta in s  a welcome 
change in  theme and background. I t  i s  a s to ry  o f  the love  
o f  Agnes f o r  S ta n ley , her husband, who does not retu rn  her 
lo v e ,  and o f  the mutual lo v e  o f  Evelyn and P ercy . The love  
p lo t s  are com plica ted  by S ta n le y 's  d e s e r t io n  o f  Agnes; by 
h is  p rop osa l to  E velyn , who does not know th at S tan ley  i s  
a lready  m arried ; and by h is  h o ld  on E velyn  through her fa th e r . 
They are made even more com plex by F ran k 's  d e v o tio n  to  Agnes, 
h is  deep sorrow at her death , and h is  v ic t o r y  over Stanley 
by avenging A gnes 's i l l  treatm ent; and by the w ild  and 
u n p r in c ip le d  p a ss ion  o f  Lawontica f o r  Frank, and her m arriage 
to  Tamaque, whom she persuades to  kidnap Agnes. Mrs. Pike 
combines these threads o f  p lo t  w ith  the s to ry  o f  the R evolu ­
t io n a ry  War and o f  the Delaware Indians to  c re a te  a n ov e l which 
has p o in ts  o f  in te r e s t  but which in v o lv e s  so many elem ents that 
i t  i s  somewhat co n fu s in g .
The m ystery surrounding Agnes p ro v id e s  suspense u n t i l  
the f in a l  d is co v e ry  o f  her r e la t io n s h ip  to  C o lon e l S tan ley , which
i s  not rev ea led  u n t i l  the end o f  the t a l e .  Although Agnes 
p la y s  the r o le  o f  the t y p ic a l  h eroin e  o f  the sentim ental 
n o v e l- -th e  sw eet, v ir tu o u s  maiden who i s  de lu ded , d ece ived , 
and betrayed  by S tan ley  to  her u ltim a te  d e s tr u c t io n — there 
i s  enough o f  h i s t o r i c a l  in t e r e s t  in  the s to ry  to  cou n teract 
the u n fortu nate e f f e c t  o f  the melodrama in v o lv ed  in  the Agnes 
p lo t  o f  the n o v e l.
The ch a ra cter  o f  Agnes i s  u n r e a l i s t i c ;  however the 
rem aining c h a r a c te r iz a t io n s  are qu ite  w e ll done. Evelyn serves 
as a co n tra s t  to  Agnes. She i s  b ra ve , s tron g , courageous, and 
y e t fem in in e . I t  i s  no wonder that S tan ley  admires h er , even 
when she t r e a ts  him w ith  c o ld  contem pt, f o r  she has the same 
determ in ation  that he p o sse sse s  w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  d ir e c t io n .
Anger, rep roa ch es , e n t r e a t ie s , he might have borne, 
but her d ig n i f ie d  subm ission disarm ed him. Of the s e l f ­
s a c r i f i c e  that prompted her a c t io n s  he understood  l i t t l e ;  
but the firm n ess w ith  which she fo r c e d  h e r s e l f  to  meet 
what seemed in e v ita b le  he cou ld  ap p recia te  and adm ire, 
fo r  i t  was akin to  h is  own stron g  w i l l ,  and the i n f l e x i ­
b i l i t y  o f  h is  purpose s .
A study o f  the two b ro th e rs , Percy and Frank, re v e a ls  
a marked d i f fe r e n c e  in  p e r s o n a lity  and temperament. P ercy , the 
o ld e r  b ro th e r , i s  d ig n i f ie d ,  s e l f - r e s t r a in e d ,  and th ou g h tfu l; 
Frank i s  the fu n -lo v in g  and ir r e s p o n s ib le  younger b ro th e r . 
Through the ch a ra cte r  o f  Frank Mrs. p ik e  adds an elem ent o f  
humor to  the s to r y . U n fortu n ate ly  these two ch a ra cte rs  are 
somewhat typ ed , as i s  a ls o  C o lon e l S ta n ley , who i s  overwhelm­
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in g ly  wicked and depraved .
The co n v e rsa tio n  and a c t io n s  o f  the ch a ra c te rs  in  
Agnes are f o r  the most p a rt  le s s  u n l i f e l ik e  and t h e a tr ic a l  
than those o f  c e r ta in  o th er ch a ra c te rs  in  Mrs. P ik e 's  a n t i­
s la v ery  n o v e ls . This le s se n in g  o f  s e n tim e n ta lity  and m elo­
drama makes Mrs. P ik e 's  th ir d  n ov e l more in te r e s t in g  to  the 
modern rea d er .
Mrs. Pike s t i l l  g iv e s  a tte n t io n  to  s e t t in g s ,  p a r­
t i c u la r ly  the ones in  which Law ontica and her grandm other, 
Sanoso, appear. When Prank, who has helped  h im se lf to  h is  
h o rse , which was so ld  by the B r it is h  s o ld ie r s ,  h id es  deep in  
the f o r e s t  to  escape p u r s u it , he a c c id e n t a l ly  comes upon the 
home o f  h is  tow Indian f r ie n d s :
. . . [P r a n k ]  found h im se lf in  a h o llow  or d ep ress ion  
among the h i l l s ,  n e a r ly  c i r c u la r ,  and con ta in in g  a small 
p o o l .  This was now covered  w ith  th in  blue i c e ,  except 
in  one spot where the l iv in g  sp rin gs th at fe d  i t  poured 
out th e ir  surplus o f  water in  a stream th at ran a l i t t l e  
way, and was soon l o s t  beneath the snow. Over t h is  open­
ing  a w illow  threw i t s  pendulous branch es, and a few  
evergreen s reared  th e ir  dark sp ire s  b es id e  i t ;  but the 
remainder o f  the b asin  was d e s t it u t e  o f  t r e e s ,  a lthough 
the growth on the surrounding e le v a t io n  was th ic k e r  than 
u su a l. In a l in e  from  the co p s e , a path  might be tra ced  
t o  a low  hut h a lf-w ay  up the h i l l  o p p os ite  to  where Frank 
s tood ; and as he h e s ita te d  whether to  pursue h is  way home­
ward, or to  stop  f o r  a few  moments' chat w ith  i t s  inm ates, 
the cu r ta in  which served f o r  a door was withdrawn, and 
Lawontica came o u t , b ea rin g  in  her hand an earth ern  p itc h e r  
she wished to  f i l l  at the sp rin g . 5
Mrs. P ik e , who la t e r  in  l i f e  d id  landscape p a in t in g , observed
the d e t a i ls  o f  scen ery , and the r e s u lt  d is p la y s  i t s e l f  in  her
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d e s c r ip t io n s .  They a re , how ever, w r itte n  in  the t y p ic a l  fem­
in in e  s ty le  o f  the p e r io d .
The p o r tr a y a l o f  the customs and h a b its  o f  the D ela­
wares which Mrs. Pike lea rn ed  from a h i s to ry  o f  the Moravian 
m iss io n s '^  g iv e s  some c o lo r  to  the s t o r y . The manner o f  Indian 
co u r ts h ip , the g rea t t r ib a l  reveren ce  f o r  the c h ie f s  and p r in ­
ce s se s  and the s u p e r s t it io u s  b e l i e f s  o f  the Indians en ter in to  
her account o f  the t r ib e .
Along w ith  the h i s t o r i c a l  background o f  the n o v e l,
Mrs. Pike p resen ts  p o r t r a i t s  o f  W ashington, the d ig n i f ie d ,  
a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  and capable  le a d e r , and Lee, the je a lo u s , p e r ­
so n a lly  u n a t t r a c t iv e , and trea ch erou s g e n e ra l. One i s  le d  to  
understand from Mrs. P ik e 's  works that she was a ra p id  and 
wide rea d er . She seems to  have adequate knowledge o f  the 
p e r iod  and o f  the re g io n  in  which the n ov e l Agnes i s  s e t .
The one o th er  p ie c e  o f  w r it in g  o f  Mary Hayden Green
Pike which i s  ex ta n t i s  a poem e n t i t le d  "John Brown in  P r i s o n . " " ^
This poem, in  the Washington County Scrap Book in  p o s s e s s io n  o f
the New England H is to r ic  G en ea log ica l S o c ie ty , i s  a newspaper
c l ip p in g  w ith no date and no sou rce . The r a id  on H arper 's  Perry
took  p la ce  in  O ctober, 1859, and Brown was hanged December 2,
1859. The poem may have been w r itte n  about t h is  tim e, or la t e r
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a fte r  the war, when r e f l e c t iv e  N ortherners and Southerners 
thought o f  the man who had "ta lk e d  in  a m ysteriou s manner o f  
having been appoin ted  by Heaven, a M oses, to  lead  the s la v es  
out o f  bondage.
The words o f  the poem, spoken by John Brown, are 
o f  a p ro p h e tic  n a tu re , im ply ing  that the h e r o ic  lea d er  f e l t  
that h is  death  would b r in g  about the union o f  n egroes to  
r e v o lt  aga in st the in ju s t i c e  o f  t h e ir  p o s i t i o n ,  aided by the 
might o f  a n t i-s la v e r y  sym pathizers. Some a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f e l t  
th at the hand o f  God d ir e c te d  them in  t h e ir  a c t io n s  to  fr e e  
the s la v e s . Even Mrs. Stowe v is u a liz e d  h e r s e l f  as "G od 's 
amanuensis in  a h o ly  war. "^9
Many Southerners, how ever, p ro fe s s e d  to  b e lie v e  that 
n egroes were b e t t e r  o f f  as s la v e s  than as fr e e  men. The p ro ­
s la v ery  w r ite r  Dr. Nehemiah Adams used Uncle Tom as a good 
example o f  the advantages o f  s la v e ry , saying th at a system 
which cou ld  produce such a man out o f  a slave  o f  the A frican  
race  was not an unmixed ev il.® ®  To him Mrs. Pike and John 
Brown might have r e p l ie d ,  con cern in g  Uncle Tom, "He i s  th at 
way in  s p ite  o f  s la v ery  and not because o f  i t . "
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Mrs. P ik e 's  poem i s  s p ir i t e d  and v ig o ro u s , i f  ra th er 
rough and uneven in  form  and s t y le .  One can f e e l  her enthu­
siasm behind the words o f  the poem and a p p recia te  them fo r  
that rea son . Whereas t h is  poem has 3ome power as a n t i­
s la v ery  propaganda, i t  has l i t t l e  value as a work o f  a r t .
That the w r ite r  o f  "John Brown in  P r ison " composed 
oth er poem s,probably  more f o r  amusement than f o r  p u b lic a t io n , 
i s  in d ica te d  in  a l e t t e r  by one o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  young fr ie n d s :
She [M rs. P ike] wrote some p o e try  in  which she and 
my mother were r i v a l s ,  and fra n k ly  ( i f  I  am n ot p r e ju d ic e d ) ,  
Mother won.*®1
L e tte r  o f  Mrs. A lb ion  H. Eaton, August 12, 1934.
SUMMARY
Mary Hayden Green P ik e , an a n t i-s la v e r y  n o v e l is t  
o f  C a la is , Maine, was one o f  the more popu lar w r ite r s  who 
fo llo w e d  in  the wake o f  H arrie t Beecher Stow e. D eeply con ­
cerned w ith  the m oral issu e  o f  the s la v e ry  q u es tion , she 
v is i t e d  the South, where she made a c lo s e  o b serv a tion  o f  the 
s la v ery  system . Confirmed in  her a n t i-s la v e r y  view s by t h is  
v i s i t ,  she was fu r th e r  encouraged by her husband, F red erick  
A. P ik e , a Congressman, by h is  f r ie n d s  Hamlin and B la in e , 
and by her b r o th e r - in - la w , James S. P ik e , a b r i l l i a n t  jo u rn a l­
i s t  and sometime m in is te r  to  the Hague.
Mrs. P ik e 's  n o v e ls  were w r itte n  in  the sentim ental 
and m elodram atic s ty le  o f  the women w r ite rs  o f  the 1 8 5 0 's .
Her f i r s t  n o v e l, Ida May, p u b lish ed  under the pseudonym o f
QpMary Langdon, was extrem ely  p op u la r , and p rob a b ly  helped to  
strengthen  the deep im pression  made by Uncle Tom's C abin . Mrs. 
Stowe, w hile g a in in g  prom inence as the w r ite r  o f  the f i r s t  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  n ov e l and as a m aster in  the a rt o f  s t o r y - t e l l in g ,  
does not e c l ip s e  Mrs. Pike as an a n t i-s la v e r y  e n th u s ia s t . In 
sp ite  o f  the wide sa le  o f  Mrs. p ik e 's  f i r s t  n o v e l, she d id  not 
la ck  c r i t i c s  in  her own day. A contem porary c r i t i c i s m  o f  Ida
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When the n ov e l appeared, 60 ,000  c o p ie s  were so ld  
in  e ig h teen  m onths. (D ic t io n a ry  o f  American B iography, XIV, 5 9 7 .)
May re a d s :
We must co n fe s s  that the s to ry  o f  t h is  n ov e l has 
so l i t t l e  p l a u s i b i l i t y  as to  m a te r ia lly  d e tr a c t  from 
the p lea su re  o f  i t s  p e ru sa l. The in tr o d u c t io n  o f  the 
c h i ld is h  co n v e rsa tio n  in  the f i r s t  ch apter seems to  us 
in  very bad t a s t e . . . .  We, however, re cog n ize  much m erit 
in  the work and w ish i t  a wide c i r c u l a t i o n . 83
Ida May* s p o p u la r ity  was due c h ie f ly  to  i t s  theme, 
and Mrs. P ik e , l ik e  Mrs. Stowe, d id  not w rite  another n ovel 
to  equal her f i r s t  in  s e l l in g  v a lu e . Her second n o v e l, C aste, 
p u b lish ed  under the pseudonym Sydney A. S tory , J r . ,  d e a lt  w ith  
the problem s o f  r a c ia l  d is c r im in a t io n , s p e c i f i c a l l y  m iscegena­
t io n ,  and was not so popu lar as her f i r s t .  Agnes, Mrs. P ik e ’ s 
th ird  and la s t  n o v e l, a romance se t  in  the American R ev o lu tion ­
ary p e r io d , was le a s t  popu lar o f  the th ree  works, perhaps 
because the s u b je c t  m atter was le s s  t im e ly .
About 1870 the p la t e s  o f  Mrs. P ik e 's  n ov e ls  were 
d estroy ed  in  a f i r e ,  and she never went to  the expense o f  hav­
in g  them made aga in . There are n ot many c o p ie s  o f  her books 
a v a ila b le  tod a y , and they must have been grow ing scarce  in  
1901, when Joseph Dana M ille r  w rote :
"But the most rem arkably c ir c u la te d  work in  American 
l i t e r a r y  h is t o r y  i s  'I d a  May' by Mrs. Mary H. P ik e , o f  
which 60 ,000  c o p ie s  were so ld  in  e ig h teen  months. As th is  
was in  1854, i t  i s  d o u b t fu l, when we r e f l e c t  th at our popu­
la t io n  was much le s s  than h a l f  o f  what i t  i s  to -d a y , i f  the 
re co rd  o f  any subsequent book very  much surpasses it ."® ^
S3
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g o t t e n ,"  quoted from The Era (O ctob er, 1901) in  the L ite ra ry  
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M il le r 's  a ss e r t io n  i s  in c o r r e c t ,  s in ce  other n ov e ls  surpassed 
Ida May in  c i r c u la t io n  w ith in  i t s  own p e r io d ; however, Mrs. 
P ik e 's  work was one o f  the more popu lar n ov e ls  o f  the 1850 's .
Mary Hayden Green Pike should be con sid ered  in  the 
l i g h t  o f  the tim es in  which she w rote . Her s ty le  i s  th a t o f  
other popu lar fem inine n o v e l i s t s  o f  the m id -n in eteen th  cen tu ry . 
As a stron g  su pporter o f  the a n t i-s la v e r y  cau se, she deserves 
mention in  American l i t e r a r y  h is t o r y .
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Rachel V ir g in ia  Reed was born at Van Buren, Maine, 
in  1918, and in  1928 moved to  Bangor. She was graduated 
from L a s e ll  Jun ior C o lle g e , Auburndale, M assachusetts. In 
1943 she r e ce iv e d  a B achelor o f  A rts degree in  E n g lish  from 
the U n iv ers ity  o f  R och este r . During the two fo llo w in g  years 
3he taught in  secondary s ch o o ls  in  Maine. In 1945 she began 
graduate work in  the f i e l d  o f  E n g lish  at the U n iv ersity  o f  
Maine, and in  the Spring o f  1946 was a graduate a s s is ta n t  in  
the Department o f  E n g lish . During the Summer o f  1946 she 
was m arried to  L loyd W. G r i f f in .  Both Mr. and Mrs. G r i f f in  
r e ce iv e d  appointm ents as E n g lish  in s t r u c to r s  a t the Univer­
s i t y  f o r  the year 1946-47 . At the c lo s e  o f  the f a l l  sem ester 
Mrs. G r i f f in  res ig n ed  her in s tr u e to r s h ip  and continued  work 
on her t h e s is ,  which she com pleted in  J u ly , 1947.
APPENDIX 
JOHN BROWN IN PRISON* 
By Mrs. Fred. A. Pike
" I  thought him a monomaniac because he ta lk ed  in  a 
m ysteriou s way o f  having been appointed  by Heaven, a Moses, 
to  lea d  the s la v es  out o f  bondage. [ "  ] — A w r ite r  to  the N. Y. 
T ribune.
D efeat or v i c t o r y !  What i s  i t ?
For my sou l i s  dark,
And i t  h ea reth  through the m idn ight,
Only s la v e r y ' s ban-dogs bark .
Hears alone the Southern pou rin g  
Curses o 'e r  my c h i ld r e n 's  grave 
And the f a ls e  and f r a n t ic  p r o t e s t ,
Of the cow erin g , trem bling  s la v e .
Can I trem ble? Can I f a l t e r ?
Such a man as I - -  
Who f o r  years  have seen the watch sign 
Flaming in  the Southern sky?
Who have heard the s p i r i t  w hisper 
Through the solemn n igh t to  me,
“Go— the Red Sea s h a ll  be open ed -- 
Thou sh a lt  set thy breth ren  f r e e . "
Was i t  then a ly in g  v is io n ?
Did I  do a wrong,
When I sought to  a id  the h e lp le s s —
Arm the weak aga in st the stron g .
S a ith  the word that never f a i l e t h ,
11 A iding th e s e , t h o u 'r t  a id in g  me. "
Oh my Loral whose death  was v ic t o r y !
Humbly thus I  fo l lo w  Thee.
When the Jewish h ost  b e lea g u ered ,
J e r ic h o 's  o ld  town,
Sword in  hand, 'tw as by th e ir  shouting,
That the w a lls  f e l l  down.
Emblem o f  the m ighty power
Given to  the spoken work l s i c ] ,
That the sou ls  en c lo se d  in  e r r o r ,
May be reached w ithout the sword.
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L iv in g , I  had been a u n it ,
Dying, men s h a ll see 
What a stron g  and co u n t le ss  army 
Wait to  se t  the bondmen f r e e .
Never cou ld  my v o ic e  t h 1 op p ressor , 
Prom h is  f a t a l  slumber wake-- 
O 'er  my grave the shout o f  thousands, 
S h a ll the g u i l t y  s i le n c e  break .
Lol I  see the v is io n  b r ig h te n s— 
C learer grows the s ig n —
And the "Red Sea" i s  a r i v e r ,
Red w ith b lood  that once was mine. 
They, who p e r ish e d , I  who fo l lo w ,
'N eath that J o rd a n 's  sw e llin g  wave 
Through d e fe a t  accep t our v i c t o r y - -  
Gain our triumph through the grave
